January 21st news:
International:
US government goes into shutdown
The United States has its first government shutdown in nearly five years after senators failed to reach a
deal to keep the lights on.
An effort by Republicans to keep the government open for one month was rejected in a vote on 19th
January after they failed to address Democratic concerns about young undocumented migrants known
as Dreamers.
Republicans needed 60 votes to pass the bill. Five red-state Democrats supported it while four
Republicans voted against and 12am ET came and went without a deal, causing funding for the federal
government to lapse.
Federal law requires agencies to shut down if Congress has not appropriated money to fund them.
Hundreds of thousands of “non-essential” federal employees will be put on temporary unpaid leave. In
previous shutdowns, services deemed “essential”, such as the work of the homeland security and the
FBI, have continued.
In shutdowns, non-essential government employees are furloughed, or placed on temporary unpaid
leave. Workers deemed essential, including those dealing with public safety and national security, keep
working.
After previous government shutdowns, Congress passed measures to ensure that all unpaid workers
received retroactive pay.
The last shutdown, in October 2013, lasted more than two weeks and more than 800,000 federal
employees were furloughed. There is no official tally of how many would be off work this time. Here are
some details about what happened in 2013
❖ The Defense Department says a shutdown would not affect the U.S. military’s war in
Afghanistan or its operations against Islamist militants in Iraq and Syria. All 1.3 million military
personnel on active duty would remain on normal duty status. Civilian personnel in nonessential operations would be furloughed. Defense Secretary Jim Mattis said a sustained funding
impasse would cause ships to go without maintenance and aircraft to be grounded.
❖ The Justice Department has many essential workers. Under its shutdown contingency plan,
about 95,000 of the department’s almost 115,000 staff would keep working.
❖ The stock market-policing Securities and Exchange Commission funds itself by collecting fees
from the financial industry, but its budget is set by Congress. The markets watchdog said in a
statement on its website that it would remain open for a limited number of days, fully staffed.
The S.E.C. said this plan focused “on the market integrity and investor protection components of
our mission.”

Environment:
India to Set up $350 million Fund to Finance Solar Projects
As per the Power Minister RK Singh, India will set up a $350-million fund to finance solar projects as the
country steps up efforts to achieve its ambitious target of adding 175 gigawatts (GW) in renewable
energy by 2022. The announcement was made at an event organized by the International Solar Alliance
(ISA) in Abu Dhabi, UAE. Installed renewable power capacity is currently about 60 GW, and India plans to
complete the bidding process by the end of 2019/20 to add a further 115 GW of installed renewable
energy capacity by 2022.
Persons in news:
Selva Kumar: The Union Government appointed senior IAS officer S Selvakumar as Chairman and
Managing Director (CMD) of Security Printing and Minting Corporation of India Ltd (SPMCIL). He
replaced Anurag Agarwal. The state-owned SPMCIL produces banknotes, coins, postage stamps, nonjudicial stamps and other official documents.
Sports:
India wins Blind World Cup
India has retained the World Cup for the Blind. In the final on 20th January, India defeated Pakistan by
two wickets at Sharjah in UAE. Team India achieved the victory target losing 8 wickets for 309 with one
over to spare
Obituary
Chandi Lahiri: Famous Cartoonist Chandi Lahiri passed away after a brief period of illness, marking the
end of a chapter in Bengal's history of the cartoon.Marked by simplicity and ease, Lahiri left generations
of Bengalis enthralled with his brand of humor that was non-acerbic for the past five decades.

