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Giving high priority for Agriculture and Rural Development,

Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley introduced Budget on

February 1st. The total budget expenditure is Rs. 24, 42, 213 crore.
A new Health policy was declared which benefits 50 crore people.
The expenditure on defence sector
has been increased to 7.81% and Rs
2.95 lakh crore allocated. Agriculture
sector is the largest source of
employment in the country, but its share
in the national income stands at 14-18%
only. This time agriculture sector has been
given high priority…..
 The Minimum Support Price (MSP) for notified
kharif crops would be 1.5 times of the cost incurred by farmers for
production.
 The latest budget proposes to raise this to Rs. 11 lakh crore for the year 2018
– 19, it is 10% increase compared to last financial year.
 Operation Greens scheme is announced, with an out lay of Rs. 500 crore, this is
aimed to aid farmers and help control and limit the erratic fluctuations in the
prices of onions, potatoes and tomatoes.
 Rs.200 Crore allocated to support organized cultivation of highly specialized
medicinal and aromatic plants and associated industry.
 Rs.2000 Crore fund to be set up for developing and upgrading agricultural marketing
infrastructure in the 22000 grams and 585 APMCS.
 Rs.1290 Crore re-structured national bamboo mission announced to promote bamboo
sector in a holistic manner.

Government aimed to double the farmers income by 2022.
In 2017-18 financial year, Rs. 51,576 crore was allocated for
Agriculture, in the 2018-19 financial year, this has been
increased to 13% and allocated Rs. 58,080 crore.


In 2017-18 financial year allocations for Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Bheema Yojana was Rs. 10, 698 crore, in the
2018-19 financial year, this has been allocated
Rs. 13,000 crore.
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K ol kata get s Fl o at in g Market :
Kolkata be come s the first Indian
Metro to get a Floating Market. The
market will be located on a waterbody with boats doubling up as shops.
The market, located on the eastern
fringes of the city, was inaugurated
by We s t Be ngal Chie f Mi nist e r
Mamata Banerjee.

     
  

    

  
 
     
 




President approves Bill to hike
judges’ salary: Indian Pre side nt
Ram Nath Kovind gave his approval
to a Bill that will more than double
the salaries of Supreme Court and
High Court judges. In the Winter
Session of Parliament, the Bill to
incre ase sal arie s o f j udge s w as
passed. Now after the Pre sident’s
approval, the Chief Justice of India
will draw a monthly salary of 2.80
lakh, up from the current 1 lakh.
Other judges of the Supreme Court
and Chief Justices of High Courts will
draw a monthly salary of 2.50 lakh, a
jump from the current 90,000.

National
Karnataka gets Asia’s largest drip
irrigation project with Israeli tech:
The largest drip irrigation project in
Asia, the
Ramthal
project in
Karnataka,
executed by
Megha
Engine e ri ng and Inf ras truc ture s
Li mit e d
( MEI L),
has
be e n
commissioned. Netafim, an Israeli
corporation, has provided technical
assistance for this project, which is
based on the Israeli drip technology.
As a p art of this drip i rri gati on
scheme, every farmer will rece ive
water through a cylinder installed in
their respective farmlands. And the
sy ste m e nable s the m to m ix
fe rtil ise rs and p e st icid e s in t he
cylinder.

I n-ho us e panel r ecom mend s
removal of Allahabad HC judge:
Months after a former high court
judge was slapped with corruption
charg e s, ske le t ons co ntinue to
tumble out of the higher judiciary’s
close t in re lation to the me dical
college bribe ry case . Now, an inho use inquiry c omm itte e has
recommended the removal of sitting
Al lahabad Hi gh Cou rt j udg e ,
Justice SN Shukla.
The committee, constituted by Chief
Justice of India Dipak Misra, made
some adverse remarks against Shukla
J in its report, after it was found that
he had made handwritten corrections

     
      

under much tougher scrutiny than in
the past. The countries subject to the
review are Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Libya,
Mali, North Korea,
Somalia,
South Su dan, Sud an, Syria and

    
      
   
    
      
  
   
       
   
       
 
 


     
    

 
  

Yemen.
India ranks under ‘Severe Hunger
Levels’: One of the highest food
producers- India stands on the 100th
rank for the title ‘Hungry’. Out of 119,
India stood on 100th rank which is
disturbing for the nation with the
highest population. ‘Global Hunger
Index’ carried out by International
Fo od Poli cy Re s e arch Inst itu te
chalked out nations that fall under
‘Starving’ category. While last year it
was at 97 out of 118.
India slips to 42nd position in EIU
Democracy Index: India slipped to
the
42 nd
position
out
of
167 countrie s in the Economist
Inte llige nce Unit’s (EIU) Global
Democracy Index report due to a rise

International

of conservative religious ideologies,
incre asing
atrocitie s
against
minorities as well as other dissenting

US lifts ban on refugees from 11
co un tr ies: The U ni te d St at e s
announced on the 30th of January it
was lifting
its ban
on
refugees
from 11
“high-risk”
countries, but said those seeking to
e nte r its te rrit ori e s w oul d co me

voice s, according to the EIU. The
country dropped 10 places from 32nd
position last year to 42nd position. The
Scandinavian countrie s- Norway,
Iceland and Sweden occupied the top
three positions.
Despite India’s dip in the ranking, it
remained the highest in South Asia
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to an order passed by his own bench,
so as to allow a medical college in
Lu ckno w pe rmi ssio n t o take
admissions.
According to news reports, Shukla
had made corrections to an order
passed on September 1, 2017 three
days later, thereby allowing GCRG
Institute of Medical Science to admit
fre sh s tude nts f or t he acade mic
session 2017-18.
The in-house committee comprising
Chief Justice of the Madras High
Court Indira Banerjee, Chief Justice
of the Si kki m H igh Cou rt SK
Agnihotri and Madhya Pradesh High
Court judge PK Jaiswal submitted its
report to CJI Misra.
Raj asthan gives 1% quota to
Gujjars, 4 other communities: The
Rajasthan government announced one
per cent reservation for Gujjars and
four other castes by creating a new
category - most backward classes
(MBC). This will take the total
reservation in the state to 50%, which
is the limit for quotas permitted by the
Supreme Court. However, Gujjars
have rejected the government move
saying that it wants nothing short of
5% quota e xclusive ly for the
community within the 50% limit.
The go ve rnme nt anno unc e d t he
cre ati on of M BCs through a
notification and included Gujjars,
Banjara, Gadia-Lohar, Re bari and
Gadaria in it. Along with this 1 per
cent, they will continue getting quota
benefits under the other backward
classes (OBC) category.
region. India’s neighbours such as
Pakistan (120th), Afghanistan (149th),
Bhutan (9 9th),
Ne p al ( 94t h)
Bangladesh (92nd), Sri Lanka (66th),
China (139th) and Myanmar (120th)
were ranked much lower. Syria (166th)
and North Korea (167th) occupied the
bottom positions in the index.
China successfully launches first
seismo-electromagnetic satellite:
China successfully launched its first
seismo-electromagnetic satellite to
study seismic precursors, which might
he lp it e stablish a ground-space
earthquake monitoring and forecasting
network in the future. A Long March2D rocket, which was launched from
Jiuquan Satellite Launch Centre in
northwe st China’s Gobi De se rt,
carried the 730-kilogramme China
Se ismo Ele ctromagne tic Sate llite
(CSES) into a sun-synchronous orbit
at an altitude of about 500 Kms.
The satellite is named after Zhang
Heng, a scholar of the East Han
Dynasty, who pioneered earthquake
studies by inventing the first ever
seismoscope in the year 132.
Zhanghe ng 1 will re cord e le ctromagne t ic data as soci ate d wi th
earthquakes above 6 magnitude in
China and those above 7 magnitude
around the world, in a bid to identify
patte rns in the e le ctromag ne t ic
di stu rbance s in the ne ar- Earth
environment.
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 Technology should be use d for
better enforcement of labour laws.

 Swachh Bharat initiative improved
sanitation coverage in rural areas
from 3 9% in 2 014 to 76% in
January 2018.


   

 Priority to social infrastructure like

 
  

     

 

    
  
 
            
 
 
           


   
         
     


     
  


  
 



e d ucat ion, he alt h t o p romo te
inclusive growth.

 Ce ntre, state s should enhance
cooperation to deal with severe air
pollution.
India ranks six th in the list of
weal thiest countries: India has
be e n rank e d s ixt h i n the l ist of
wealthiest countries with total wealth
of USD 8,230 billion, while the United
States topped the chart. According to
a report by New World Wealth, the
Unite d St ate s is the w e alt hie st
country in the world as the total
wealth held in 2017 amounted to USD
64,584 billion, followed by China at
the second place with USD 24,803
billion and Japan with USD 19,522
billion at third.
GVA growth revised sharply to
7.1%: The Central Statistics Office
(CSO) has sharply raised growth of
gross value added (GVA) to 7.1 per
ce nt i n 2 016- 17, fro m e arli e r
estimates of 6.6 per cent, due to
revision in agriculture and mining
expansion.
Howe ve r, it maintaine d its gross
do me st ic prod uct (GD P) grow th
estimate for FY17 at 7.1 per cent.
Data, released a day ahead of the
Budget for 2017-18. The Revised
Estimate s, re lease d by the CSO,
show the greatest divergence in the
case of the primary sector. GVA by
the sector, which includes agriculture
and mining, is now estimated to have
grown by 7.4 per cent in FY16, up from
the earlier estimate of 4.4 per cent.

Economy
Eco Survey-Growth back on track:
In the Economic Survey for 2017-18,
which was tabled in Parliament on
the 29th of January, the Survey noted
that
there
were
“robust
signs of
growth”
in the second half of the financial
year, and predicted that growth for the
full 2017-18 financial year would be
6.75 per cent year on year.

more efficient access to livelihood and
socio-e conomic opportunitie s for
ru ral
com muni tie s
t hrou gh
improvements to about 12 thousand
kilometres Rural Roads across the 5
State s.

Bilateral
Indian, Vietnamese armies hold
first military exercise: Armies of
India and Vietnam on the 29 th of
January began a six day-long military
e x e rc ise in Jab alp ur in M adhya
Pradesh, reflecting growing defence
ties between the two countries. The
exercise, called as ‘VINBAX’ is the
first military exercise between the two
countries. India and Vietnam have
been exploring ways to strengthen
de fe nc e c oop e rat ion. I ndia and
Vietnam re leased first ever set of
commemorative postage stamps to
mark the long-term friendly bilateral
re lati ons hips be twe e n t he t wo
countries. The two sets of stamps
released carry picture of Sanchi Stupa
and Thien Mu Pagoda.
India joins Ashgabat agreement:
India has joi ne d the As hgab at
agreement, which envisages setting
up of an international transport and
transit corridor linking central Asia
with the Persian Gulf to significantly
ramp u p t rade and inve s tme nt.
Turkmenistan, as depository State of
Ashgabat Agreement, informed India
that all the four founding members
have consented to the accession of
India (to the agre eme nt). Be sides
Turkmenistan, the other founding
members of the agreement are Iran,
Oman and Uzbe kistan and the se
countries had signed the pact on April
25, 2011.
IWAI signs agreement with World
Bank for Jal Marg Vikas Project:
Inland Waterways Authority of India
(IWAI) has signed an agreement with

A detailed breakdown of this sector
shows that GVA in agriculture and
allied activities grew by 6.3 per cent
in FY17
The se condary se ctor, comprising
industry, is now estimated to have
grown at 6.1 pe r ce nt f or FY17,
marginally higher than the earlier
estimate of six per cent. Within this,
manufacturing has maintained its
growth of 7.9 per cent.

Highlights of Economic Survey:

 GDP to grow 7-7.5% in FY19; India
to regain fastest growing major
economy tag.

Growth of the tertiary sector, which
is bas ically se rvic e s, has be e n
estimated at 7.5 per cent, down from
the earlier estimate of 7.7 per cent.

 Po lic y ag e nd a f or ne xt ye ar
support agriculture, privatise Air
India, finish bank recapitalization.

Govt and ADB Loan Agreement to
improve rural connectivity : The
Asian De velopment Bank and the
Centre on the 30th of January signed
a 250 million dollar loan to finance
the construction of over 6 thousand
2 hundred kilometres all-weather
rural roads in Assam, Chhattisgarh,
Madhya Pradesh, Odisha and West
Bengal under the Pradhan Mantri
Gram Sadak Yojana, PMGSY. The
program is aimed at improving rural
connectivity, facilitating safer and

 GST data show s 50 % rise in
number of indirect taxpayers.

 Demonetisation has encouraged
financial savings.

 Insolvency Code be ing active ly
used to resolve NPA woes.

 Retail inflation averaged 3.3% in
2017-18, lowest in last 6 fiscals.

 FDI in services sector rises 15%
in 2017-18 on reforms.
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the World Bank for Jal Marg Vikas
Project (JMVP) to enhance navigation
on National Wat e rw ay-1 from
Varanasi to Hald ia. Mi nist ry of
Shipping said that the signing of the
pact comes after Cabinet approved the
implementation of 800 million US
do llar
JM VP
for
cap aci ty
au gme ntat ion of navi gat ion on
National Waterway-1, River Ganga,
from Varanasi to Haldia.
B hutanese
con sulate
o ff ice
opened in Guwahati: A Bhutanese
co nsu late of fic e w as ope ne d in
Guwahati on the 2 nd of February. It
was jointly inaugurate d by Chie f
Mi nist e r of Assam Sarb ananda
Sonowal and the Himalayan country’s
Fo re ig n A ffairs Minist e r L yonpo
Damcho Dorji.
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Different sectors… allocations

 MUDRA Yojana launched in April, 2015. It is proposed to set a target of Rs.3 lakh
crore for lending under MUDRA for 2018-19 after having successfully exceeded
the targets in all previous years.
 The Budget proposed an outlay of Rs.7148
crore for the textile sector in 2018-19.
In fra str uct ure and Fi nan cia l S ect or
Development
 Finance Minister announced an increase of
budge tary allocation on infrastructure for
2018-19 to Rs. 5.97 lakh crore.

To further boost tourism, the Budget
proposes to develop ten prominent tourist sites
into Iconic Tourism destinations by following a
holistic approach involving infrastructure and
skill development, development of technology,
attracting private investme nt, branding and
marketing.

Under the Bharatmala Pariyojana, about
35000 kms road construction in Phase-I at an
estimated cost of Rs.5,35,000 crore has been approved.
Railway
 Railways Capital Expenditure for the year 2018-19 has been pegged at Rs.1,48,528
crore. A large part of the Capex is devoted to capacity creation.
 Ove r 360 0 kms of track re ne wal is targ e te d during the curre nt
fiscal. Redevelopment of 600 major railway stations is being taken up.
 Mumbai’s local train network will have 90 kilometers of double line tracks at a
cost of over Rs.11,000 crore.
 A suburban network of approximately 160 kilometers at an estimated cost of
Rs.17,000 crore is being planne d to cater to the growth of the Bengaluru
metropolis.
Air Transport
Under the Regional connectivity scheme of UDAN (Ude Desh ka Aam Nagrik)
initiated by the Government last year, 56 unserved airports and 31 unserved
helipads would be connected.
Digital Economy
 The Finance Minister said that NITI Aayog will initiate a national program to
direct efforts in artificial intelligence.
 The Budget doubled the allocation on Digital India programme to Rs 3073 crore
in 2018-19.
 The Finance Minister allocated Rs. 10000 crore in 2018-19 for creation and
augmentation of Telecom infrastructure.
Disinvestment
 The Finance Minister set disinvestment target of Rs. 80,000 crore for 2018-19
 Three Public Sector Insurance companies- National Insurance Co. Ltd., United
India Assurance Co. Ltd., and Oriental India insurance Co. Ltd., will be merged
into a single insurance entity
Miscellaneous
 The Budget proposes to revise emoluments to Rs.5 lakh for the President,
Rs. 4 lakh for the Vice President and Rs. 3.5 lakh per month to Governors.
These emoluments were last revised in 2006.
 To celebrate the 150th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, The Father of the
Nation from 2nd October 2019, the Budget set aside Rs.150 crore for the activities
leading to the commemoration programme.
Fiscal Management
 The Finance Minister projected a Fiscal Deficit of 3.3% of GDP for the year
2018-19. He also proposed acceptance of key recommendations of the Fiscal
Reform and Budget Management Committee to bring down Central Government’s
Debt to GDP ratio to 40%.
 In order to take care of the education and health care needs of Below Poverty
Line (BPL) and rural families, The Budget proposes to increase the cess on
personal income tax and corporation tax to 4 percent from the present 3 percent.
The new cess will be called the “Health and Education Cess” and is expected to
lead to a collection of an estimated additional amount of Rs. 11,000 crore.

Rural Development: More than 50% of the funds in total were allocated for Rural
Development. Rs. 14,34 lakh crore was allocated
for the Rural Development. The allocations for
various flag ship programme s of rural
development…
 Mahatma Gandhi Rural Development Scheme
Rs. 55,000 crore.
 National Rural Livelihood Mission Rs. 5750
crore.
 Deen Dayal Upadhayayai Gram Jyothi Yojana
Scheme Rs. 11, 485 crore.
 Prime Minister Gram Sadak Yojana Rs. 19,000
crore.
 Prime Minister Awas Yojana Rs. 21,000 crore.
 National Rural Drinking Water Program Rs.
7000 crore.
 To provide High speed broad band connectivity
to all Gram Panchayats under Bharatnet, Rs 10,000 crore was allocated.
Education, Health and Social Protection: The Finance Minister said that estimated
budgetary expenditure on health, education and social protection for 2018-19 is
Rs.1.38 lakh crore.
Education Sector
 Announced setting up of Ekalavya Model Residential School on par with Navodaya
Vidyalayas to provide the best quality education to the tribal children in their
own environment by 2022.
 In every block with more than 50% ST population, Ekalavya Model Residential
School set up.
 To step up investments in research and related infrastructure in premier educational
institutions, including health institutions. A major initiative named ‘‘Revitalising
Infrastructure and Systems in Education (RISE) by 2022’’ with a total investment of
Rs.1,00,000 crore in next four years was announced.
 To improve the quality of teachers an integrated B.Ed. programme for teachers
will be initiated.
 The Government would launch the ‘‘Prime Minister’s Research Fellows (PMRF)’’
Scheme this year. Under this, 1,000 best B.Tech students will be identified
each year from premier institutions and provide them facilities to do Ph.D in
IITs and IISc, with a handsome fellowship.
 Allocation on National Social Assistance Programme this year has been kept at
Rs. 9975 crore.
Health Sector
 The Finance Minister announced the world’s largest government funded health
care programme titled National Health Protection Scheme to cover over 10 crore
poor and vulnerable families (approximately 50 crore beneficiaries) providing
coverage upto 5 lakh rupees per family per year for secondary and tertiary care
hospitalization.
 He also committed Rs 1200 crore for the National Health Policy, 2017, with
which 1.5 lakh Health and Wellness Centres will bring health care system
closer to the homes of people.
 The Government also decided to allocate additional Rs.600 crore to provide
nutritional support to all TB patients at the rate of Rs.500 per month for the
duration of their treatment.
 The government will be setting up 24 new Government Medical Colleges and
Hospitals by upgrading existing district hospitals in the country.
 On cleaning the Ganga, a total of 187 projects have been sanctioned under the
Namami Gange programme for infrastructure development, river surface cleaning,
rural sanitation and other interventions at a cost of Rs.16,713 crore.
Medium, Small and Micro Enterprises (MSMEs) and Employment
 The Budget has given a big thrust to Medium, Small and Micro Enterprises
(MSMEs) to boost employment and economic growth. A sum of Rs. 3794 crore
has been provided for giving credit support, capital and interest subsidy and for
innovations.
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S.I / Constable (Telugu Medium) ... Fee Structure
For ONE Student
Arithmetic + Reasoning + English

9000 + 18% GST = 10620/-

Arithmetic + English + Reasoning + General Studies

12000 + 18% GST = 14160/-

For TWO or THREE Students
Arithmetic + Reasoning + English

7500 + 18% GST = 8850/- (for each student)

Arithmetic + English + Reasoning + General Studies

10000 + 18% GST = 11800/- (for each student)

For FOUR and Above Students
Arithmetic + Reasoning + English

6000 + 18% GST = 7080/- (for each student)

Arithmetic + English + Reasoning + General Studies

8000 + 18% GST = 9440/- (for each student)

RRB (Telugu Medium)...... Fee Structure
For ONE Student
Arithmetic + Reasoning + General Studies

9000 + 18% GST = 10620/-

For TWO or THREE Students
Arithmetic + Reasoning + General Studies

7500 + 18% GST = 8850/- (for each student)

For FOUR and Above Students
Arithmetic + Reasoning + General Studies

05 - 11 Feb. 2018

6000 + 18% GST = 7080/- (for each student)
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Rupee comes



Corporate Tax 19%

Rupee goes



Income tax 16%

 Centrally sponsored scheme 9%



Customs 4%

 Central sector scheme 10%



GST 23%

 Interest payments 18%



Non tax revenue 8%

 Defence 9%



No n-de bt

re ve nue

receipts 3%



Borrowings 19%

Corporate Tax: Corporation
tax is a tax imposed on the net
income

of

the

 Subsidies 9%
 Finance Commission and other transfers
8%
 States’ share of taxes and duties 24%
 Pensions and other expenditure 13%

co mpany.

Companies, both private and public which are registered in India under the
Companies Act 1956, are liable to pay corporate tax. In the current budget



corporate tax has been reduced from 30% to 25%



Income Tax: Income tax is a tax levied directly on the income of an individual/



organisation/business by the Government for the purpose of financing its



various operations.



Customs: The official department that administers and collects the duties



levied by a Government on imported goods.



Goods and Service Tax: Goods and Services Tax (GST) is an indirect tax which



 
















   

  
    


  
   


 


   
    


 
 

was introduced in India on 1, July, 2017 and was applicable throughout India
which replaced multiple cascading taxes levied by the central and state
Governments. Under GST, goods and services are taxed at the following rates,
5%, 12%, 18% and 28%
Non Tax Revenue: Non-Tax Revenue is the recurring income earned by the
Gove rnme nt from source s other than taxes. Dividends and profits by
Government and various other services provided by the government police
and defence, social and community services such as medical services, and
economic services such as power and railways also yield revenue for the
Government.
Non-debt Revenue Receipts: Non-debt receipts are those which come to the
Government by sale of some assets
Borrowings: When a government’s tax revenues are insufficient to pay for a
given level of state spending then a nation must borrow to make up the
difference.

SSC-CGL-2018 New Batches
Call: 8008968071 / 8008968072
05 - 11 Feb. 2018
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The Survey stressed on the need for
a national science and technology
mission for
improving
farm
productivity
and renewed
effort to make irrigation available to
more number of farmers, especially
throug h m ore e ff ici e nt dri p and
sprinkler technologies.
The Survey pointed out that farm
mechanisation in the country has
gone up to 90 percent from mere 7
percent in 1960-61. But it said there
was a need for consolidation of land
ho ldings to re ap the be ne f its of
agricultural mechanisation.
Mah ar as ht ra
G ov er nm en t
Approves New Wildlife Sanctuary
At Gho daz ari: The Maharashtra
Government approved Ghodazari in
Chandrapur district as a new wildlife
sanctuary in the state. The decision
was taken at the 13th meeting of the
Maharashtra State Board for Wildlife,
chaired by Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis. The sanctuary, in the North
East o f Tado ba, wil l i nclu de
159 Sq. km of Brahmapuri forest. This
will not only save the forest but will
al so improve to uri sm in ne arly

  



   

  


Science & Technology

40 villages in the area.

Indian Navy launches submarine

Sports

INS Karanj: The Indian Navy on the
31st of January launched the

     

In the long-term, projected changes
in the weather patterns could reduce
annual agricultural incomes in the
range of 15 per cent to 18 per cent on
an average, and up to 20-25 per cent
for unirrigated areas.

third

PM launches Khelo India School

Scorpene- class submarine Karanj at

Games: Prime Ministe r Narendra

Mazagon Dock

Modi has said that sports should
occupy a central place in the lives of
the youth of the country as it is an
im portant me ans of pe rsonali ty
development. He launched the first
Khelo India School Games in New
Delhi on the 31 st of January. Khelo
India School Games, which are a part
of the Khelo India programme, are
being held from the 31st of January to
the 8th of February, 2018 in New Delhi.

Shipbuilders
Limited in
Mumbai. A
total six
submarines are going to be built at
the MDL. The submarines are being
built in collaboration with French
shipbuilding major Naval Group.

Environment

Anu Kumar of Uttarakhand grabbed
the first gold
me dal of the
Khelo India
School Games
in 1500
metres at the
Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium.

Climate change may reduce farm
income by 20-25%: Providing direct
income support in place of untargeted
subsidies in power and fertiliser sector
could help farmers realise bette r
income from farm operations, the
Survey said, even as it drew a grim
picture saying that climate change will
reduce their income by 20-25 per cent.

Melbourne To Host Final Of 2020
Wo rl d T20: Me l bou rne Cri ck e t
Ground will host the final of both the
men’s and women’s World Twenty20
whe n t he tou rnam e nt s c ome to
Australia in 2020. It will mark the first
time the tournaments are held as
stand-alone events in the same year
in the same country.

This comes even as the Narendra
Mo di-G ove rnme nt has se t an
ambitious target to double the income
of farmers by 2022.
The Survey admitted that there was
no growth in real agricultural GDP
and real agriculture revenues in the
last four years, but attributed it partly
to weak monsoon in two of those
years.

Australian Open 2018 Winners:
The Au strali an O pe n is a t e nnis
to urname nt he ld annual ly in
Melbourne Park, Australia. The 2018
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Australian Open is the 106th edition
of the tournament. The winners in the
tourney are….
1. Men’s Singles (Switzerland)

Roger Federer

2. Wo me n’ s Singl e s Wozniacki (Denmark)

Caroli ne

3. Men’s Doubles - Oliver Marach
(Austria) Mate Pavic (Croatia)
4. Wo me n’ s D oubl e s - Kristi na
Mladenovic (France) - Tímea Babos
(Hungary)
5. Mi xe d
Dou ble s
- Gab rie la
Dabrowski (Canada) - Mate Pavic
(Croatia).

Awards
Kailash film got award: A film on
the life of Nobel laureate Kailash
Satyarthi
has
w on
t he
US
Documentary Grand Jury Award at

the Sundance Film Fe stival being
held at Park City in Utah. It traces
the journe y of Satyarthi and his
efforts to eliminate child trafficking
and child labour.
Asha Bhosle: Bollywood playback
singe r Asha Bhosle will be give n
the ’Yash Chopra Memorial Award’.
She will be the fifth winner of the
award. The name of Asha Bhosle is
in the Guinness World Records for
recording over 11,000 songs in 20
different languages.
Shesh Anand Mudhukar: Magahi
write r She sh Anand Mad huk ar
ho nore d w ith Sahity a A kade mi
Bhas ha Samm an award. He is a
second writer of Magahi language to
be given this award.
G eo sp at ial award f o r Od is ha :
Odisha Government won ‘Geospatial
World Excellence Award-2018’ for
successful IT application for tracking
of mineral production. The award was
presented at the Geospatial World
Forum Meeting held at Hyderabad,
Telangana.
Shyam Benegal: Mumbai International Film Festival committee has
decided to bestow V. Shantaram lifetime achievement Award to veteran
film producer and director Shyam
Benegal. Benegal has been selected
for his contribution to the promotion
of the documentary movement.

Keshav Gokhale: Senior diplomat
Vijay Keshav Gokhale on the 29th of
January took charge as the Foreign
Secretary.
Vikram Singh Sisodia: The Indian
Olympic Association (IOA) appointed
its joint se cre tary Vikram Singh
Sisodia as the Chef-de-Mission for
the upcoming Commonwealth Games
to be held in Gold Coast, Australia.
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January 29: South Korea’s Unification Ministry said that North Korea has abruptly
cancelled a joint cultural performance with South Korea that is
scheduled for the 4th of next month.
January 30: Chief Justice of India Dipak Misra recommended the removal of Justice
Shri Narayan Shukla, the eighth senior-most judge of the Allahabad High
Court.
January 31: India’s foreign policy has become vibrant and assertive under the Modi
Government with its risk-taking ability also on the rise, according to a
Chinese Thinktank.
February 1: The Supreme Court adopted a roster system for allocation of matters
to judges.
February 2: China successfully launched its first seismo-electromagnetic satellite
to study seismic precursors.
February3: A UN report says, North Korea earned nearly 200 million dollars last
year by exporting banned commodities in breach of international
sanctions.
February 4: The two-days Global Investors Summit, held in Assam ended with signing
of more than 200 MoUs entailing an investment of more than Rs 100,000
crore.

   


   


  


 
 
 


 
 

1.

Context: The largest drip irrigation
project in Asia, the Ramthal project
in Karnataka, executed by Megha
Engineering and Infrastructures
Limited (MEIL), has been
commissioned.
Drip irrigation is a method of
controlled irrigation in which water is
slowly delivered to the root system of
multiple plants. In this method water
is either dripped onto the soil surface
above the roots, or directly to the
root zone. It is often a method chosen
over surface irrigation because it
helps to reduce water evaporation.
Drip irrigation is delivered to plant
roots through a series of pipes, tubes,
and valves. These parts, controlled by
emitters and pumps, allow water to
be focused in a particular area. In
addition, drip systems can
incorporate liquid fertilizer into the
irrigation water.Drip irrigation
systems can help reduce evaporation
and runoff, and contribute to water
conservation. However, before this
system can work correctly it must be
properly installed and managed.

2.

research-based policy solutions to
sustainably reduce poverty and end
hunger and malnutrition in
developing countries. It was
established in 1975. IFPRI’s vision is
a world free of hunger and
malnutrition. Its mission is to
provide research-based policy
solutions that sustainably reduce
poverty and end hunger and
malnutrition. Its headquarters is in
Washington

Context: In the Global Hunger
Index, released by International
Food Policy Research, India stands
at 100
The International Food Policy
Research Institute (IFPRI) provides
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3.

members that came together to
serve a predominantly agricultural
region. Takeshi Watanabe was
ADB’s first President. During the
1960s, ADB focused much of its
assistance on food production and
rural development. Its head
quarters is in Manila, Philippines.
4.

Context: The Asian Development
Bank and the Centre on the 30th of
January signed a 250 million dollar
loan to finance the construction of
over 6 thousand 2 hundred
kilometers of roads.

Context: Gross fixed capital
formation (GFCF) growth was
revised to 10.1 per cent in FY17, the
highest in this series, from the
previously anaemic 2.4 per cent.
Gross fixed capital formation (GFCF)
refers to the net increase in physical
assets (investment minus disposals)
within the measurement period. It
does not account for the consumption
(depreciation) of fixed capital, and
also does not include land purchases.
It is a component of expenditure
approach to calculating GDP.

The Asian Development Bank was
conceived in the early 1960s as a
financial institution that would be
Asian in character and foster
economic growth and cooperation
in one of the poorest regions in the
world. A resolution passed at the
first Ministerial Conference on Asian
Economic Cooperation held by the
United
Nations Economic
Commission for Asia and the Far
East in 1963 set that vision on the
way to becoming reality.

5.

Context: India has joined the
Ashgabat agreement, which
envisages setting up of an
international transport and transit
corridor linking central Asia with the
Persian Gulf to significantly ramp up
trade and investment.
The Ashgabat agreement is a
Multimodal transport agreement
between Oman, Iran, Turkmenistan,
Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Pakistan,
and India for creating an
international transport and transit

The Philippines capital of Manila
was chosen to host the new
institution, which opened on the 19
of December 1966, with 31
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corridor facilitating transportation of
goods between Central Asia and the
Persian Gulf.
6.

Context: In the budget Finance
Minister declared Minimum Support
Price for all unannounced kharif crops.
It will be one and half times more of
their production cost like majority of
rabi crops.
Minimum Support Price (MSP) is a
form of market intervention by the
Government of India to insure
agricultural producers against any
sharp fall in farm prices. The
minimum support prices are
announced by the Government of
India at the beginning of the sowing
season for certain crops on the basis
of the recommendations of the
Commission for Agricultural Costs
and Prices (CACP). MSP is price fixed
by Government of India to protect
the producer, farmers, against
excessive fall in price during bumper
production years. The minimum
support prices are a guarantee price
for their produce from the
Government. The major objectives
are to support the farmers from
distress sales and to procure food
grains for public distribution. In case
the market price for the commodity
falls below the announced minimum
price due to bumper production and
glut in the market, govt. agencies
purchase the entire quantity
offered by the farmers at the
announced minimum price.

