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Kamal Hassan launches new Tripura GLH ZLWK GLJQLW\-LV D IXQUDdhdrQDAsDIEd, Lhiatkkakid. The
political party “Makkal Needhi BJP 35 saying that an individual could make project would be set up at a cost of
Maiam’: CPI (M) 16 an advance “living will” that would Rs. 120 crores in an area of 150 acres.
Indigenous authorise passive euthanasia under Worlds Longest Sandstone Cave
People front S h ]
of Tripura g certain circumstances. The apex Discovered In Meghalaya:
court’s Bench held that passive
Nagaland . o
euthanasia and living will were legally
BJP 12 valid, a five-judge Constitution bench,
Makkal Neethi Maiyam is the name Naga Peoples headed by Chief Justice of India
of the political party founded by Tamil front 2 Dipak Misra, said
. Nationalist ' '
Actor Kamal Hasan who began his . . .
liical soi ; | Presid Democratic PM launches campaign to eradicate The North-eastern state Meghalaya
olitcal sojourn from late President . . . .
P ! progressive party 16 TB from India by 2025: Indian Prime of India, is home to the longest
Dr.Abdul Kalaam’s house at Oth 4 - .
A A Cof thers Minister Narendra Modi on the 13 h of sandstone cave in the world at
Ramanathapuram on the 21 o
P _ Meghalaya March launched a campaign to 24,583m. The sandstone cave named
February. At a mammoth public . . .
_ ) BJP 2 eradicate Tuberculosis, TB from India Krem Puri, near the village of
meeting at Madurai, the actor . . . )
Indian National by 2025, five years ahead of a globally- Laitsohum in the Mawsynram, was
launched the Party's flag. c 21 i
ongress set deadline. A target has been set to first discovered in 2016, but during
Government to set up NITI Forum National Peoples end TB, globally by 2030 and the recent 25-day expedition by the
: i P 19 . . o
for Northeast: Government will set arty Government of India has set aim to Meghalaya Adventurers’ Association
up the NITI Forum for Northeast to Others 17

identify constraints and recommend
suitable interventions for speedy and

NEW CHIEF MINISTERS

Conrod Sangma :

VXVWDLQDEOH JURZWK LQ Wl |eddellddfod sakghha is the

forum will be co-chaired by the Vice-

Chief Minister of Meghalaya. He

National People’s

The Weekly

eradicate it from India five years ahead
by 2025. TB was declared emergency
by WHO 25 years ago and India has
come a long way in the fight against
Tuberculosis. TB is responsible for 1.7

' By Classmate Academy '

(MAA), the actual length of the cave
was uncovered. It is 6,000m longer
than the currently listed sandstone
cave in the world, Cueva El Saman,
(18,200m) in Venezuela.

Chairman of NITI Aayog Dr. Rajiv assumed office on the 6 ™ of March.
Kumar and Minister for DoNER Dr

Jitendra Singh.

milion deaths in 2016. Union Government decides to

Niephui Rio : People’s Democratic Lagshya launched:

Alliance, PDA's leader Niephui Rio Health

The Ministry of declare 2018 as National Year of
and Family Welfare Millets: The union government
ODXQFKHG-/DTVK\D SURJUDEHPLBHG DM GHFODUH-- =L
improving quality of maternity care in <HDU R I OLOOHWV-WR E

cultivation of millets like ragi and

India at 81st rank in global has been sworn-in as the new Chief

corruption perception index: India Minister of Nagaland on the 8 th of

has been ranked 81 * in the global March. labor room and maternity Operation.

corruption perception index for 2017, - The BJP State

President, Biplab Kumar Deb, was

Biplab Kumar Deb It is being implemented to fast-track’ jowar on a mission mode to achieve

QXWULWLRQDO VHFXULW\ =
cultivation has declined due to change

released by Transparency

interventions for achieving tangible

International, which named the

unanimously elected as the leader of results. The program aims to improve

country among the ‘worst offenders”

the Legislature Party. He assumed quality of care for pregnant. It is in dietary habits and unavailability of

in terms of graft and press freedom office on the 9 ™ of March.

implemented at all Medical College
Indian Military Ranked 4th Hospitals, District Hospitals and First
Strongest In World: Out of 133 Referral Unit (FRU) and Community
FRXQWULHV -,QGLD-LV UD JRafcCantex (GMER)- R Q

a global index for its military strength,

millets. As a result of this, level of

in the Asia Pacific region. The index, nutrients like proteins, Vitamin-A,

which ranks 180 countries and iron, and iodine fell in women and
FKLOGUHQ - 7KLV OHG WR D

on millets.

territories by their perceived levels of

ublic sector corruption, placed India
P P P Haryana Assembly nod death

The Haryana Delhi HC sets aside Centre’s
Assembly on the 15 ™ of March

at the 81 * place.

only the United States, Russia and penalty for child rape:

In 2016 India was in the 79
among 176 countries.

" place China are ranked above India on the notification disqualifying 20 AAP
MLAs: The Delhi High Court on the

23" of March set aside the Centre’s

list, according to the latest report of unanimously passed a Bill which

Blue-Coloured Baal Aadhaar Card
Launched By UIDAI:

the Global Firepower index 2017. provides for death penalty to those

Unique Neighbouring Pakistan is ranked found guilty of raping girls aged 12 notification disqualifying 20 AAP

Identification Authority of India 13th. India maintained its position years or less. After Madhya Pradesh MLAs in the office-of-profit case.

8,'$, ~LQWURGXFHG D 9% D8 §BE%EBor fve mitary

powers in the world.

and Rajasthan, Haryana has become
the third State where the Assembly
has approved the provision of capital

Terming the Election Commission’s
. recommendation on disqualification
card for children below the age of five 4

AWBI headquarters shifted to as vitiated, the bench said, there was

Ballabhgarh: 7KH *RYHU Q P HRgnjghmentfor such sexual offenders.
UHTXLUHG WR JHW WKLV-EQXH FFRARY K% 88 PRb uw H U vHeR i mi@ikRyDg@ants approval
Aadhaar card. A child below 5 years 'HOIDUH %RDUG RI ,QGLDforsadnjssioM Rinder Disabilities before disqualifying them as
Ballabhgarh in Faridabad District of Quota: In accordance with the Rights legislators of the Delhi Assembly.
of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016,

years. No biometric details will be o o
a violation of natural justice and no

oral hearing was given to the MLAs

of age gets a blue colored Aadhaar

known as Baal Aadhaar. When the Haryana from Chennai, Tamil Nadu.

India’s first Sign Language (ISL)

child becomes 5 vyears old, a AWBI is a statutory advisory body the percentage of seats for admission Dictionary: Social Justice
mandatory biometric update is established in 1962. It frames a range to PG medical courses to be filled up and Empowerment Minister
of rules on how animals ought to be by persons with disabilites has been Thaawarchand Gehlot on the 23 @ of

required.

) . humanely treated everywhere. increased from 3% to 5%. March launched the first Indian Sign
BJP forms Govt' in Tripura

PM Launches National Nutrition Union Government Approves Language (ISL) Dictionary of three

Plastic Park To Be Set Up In
Deoghar, Jharkhand:

Mission: On the occasion of thousand words at a function in New

International Women'’s Day on the 8 tn Delhi. The basic aim of developing the

of March, the Prime Minister, ISL Dictionary is to remove

Bharatiya Janata Party has won in
Tripura elections. No party emerged
with clear victory in Meghalaya and
Nagaland states. However, BJP
formed coalition Governments in both
states. All the three states have 60

assembly seats.

Narendra Modi, launched the
National Nutrition Mission, and
expansion of the coverage of Beti
Bachao Beti Padhao programme, at
Jhunjhunu in Rajasthan. Now the
scheme will be implemented in all 640
districts.

Supreme Court allows passive

euthanasia:

7TKH-6XSUHPH &RXWWHR\@HWWLQJ XS RI
the9 " RI ODUFK KHOG WKDW WKH-ULJKW WR

Union Minister for Chemicals &
Fertilizers and Parliamentary Affairs,

Mr. Ananthkumar announced that
WKH-*RYHUQPHQW RI

communications barriers between the
deaf and hearing communities as it
is focused on providing more
information in Indian sign language.

oy e i
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Macron on the 11 " of March co-
chaired the first Founding Conference

of International Solar Alliance, ISA in
New Delhi. The one day summit seeks

to mobilise one trillion dollars of
investments needed by 2030 for

massive deployment of solar energy.

Prime Minister Modi said India will
generate 175 gigawatts of electricity
from renewable energy sources by
2022.

China President Xi Jinping set to
rule China for life:

China’s Parliament on the 11 th of
March abolished the decades-old two-

term limit for the President, allowing

Xi Jinping to remain as the country’s
leader for life. The package of
constitutional amendments passed

the nearly 3,000-member National
People’s Congress almost
unanimously, with just two opposing

votes and three abstentions.

World Hindi Secretariat building

opened in Mauritius: Indian
President Ram Nath Kovind on the
13" of March inaugurated the World
Hindi Secretariat building in
Mauritius on the third day of his visit

to the country. He also launched the
World Hindi Secretariat's logo, an
Early Digital Learning Programme as
well unveiled foundation stones of a
social housing projectand a large ENT
hospital being built with Indian
assistance. The idea for the setting
up of a Global body for the
coordination of Hindi related
activities was first proposed at the
first World Hindi Conference held in
Nagpur, in 1975 by Seewoosagur
Ramgoolam, the then Prime Minister

of Mauritius

Irag overtakes Saudi Arabia as

India’s biggest Oil Supplier: Iraq

RYHUWRRN-6DXGL $UDELD1TW6|,I®—H]FKPEHEZ |U

India’s top crude oil supplier by
supplying 38.9 million tonnes (MT)
crude oil in the current financial year

(2017 @8). It was fifth of India’s oil
needs. India is 80% dependent on

imports to meet its oil needs.

Saudi Arabia traditionally has been
India’s top oil source but lIraq
dethroned it. Saudi Arabia supplied 30.9
MT of crude oil in the first 10 months.

z The Weekly

Asia-Pacific nations sign sweeping
trade deal without U.S: Eleven
countries including Japan and
Canada signed a landmark Asia-
Pacific trade agreement without the

United States on the 8 - of March.

The Comprehensive and Progressive
Agreement for Trans-Pacific
Partnership (CPTPP) will reduce

tariffs in countries.

Even without the United States, the
deal will span a market of nearly 500
million people, making it one of the
world’s largest trade agreements,
according to Chilean and Canadian

trade statistics.

Tariffs against China in US: us
President Donald
DQQRXQFHG-
WDULIIV=R ®ri& Kllege® unfair
WUDGH
Representative Robert E. Lighthizer

Trump

to announce within 15 days a
proposed listof products to be hit with
tariff increases. USTR already
identified potential targets of 1,300
product lines. The US currently has
about 500 billion dollars of trade

deficit with China.

China hits back: China unveiled
plans on the 23

higher tariffs on USD 3 billion worth

@ of March to impose

of American goods including pork and
pipes in retaliation to US tariffs on
steel and aluminium imports from

Beijing.
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has been named among the top 15 Govt’ to launch 4 new surveys to opportunities for 15 lakh persons in comfort (LoC) for trade credit for

wealthiest cities globally, while New plug data gaps: Data gaps in the three financial years. imports into India.

York topped the list. country’s statistical system may be

Union Cabinet approves Action CCEA nod for Urea subsidy
scheme till 2020:

filed to some extent with the

Plan for Champion Sectors in Cabinet

government now looking to launch

Services: The Union Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs

four new surveys to capture activities

approved the proposal of Ministry of approves continuation of Urea

in the services sector, informal

Commerce and Industry to give Subsidy scheme till 2020 at a cost of

enterprises, households, overall attention to 12

focused 1 lakh 65 thousand crore rupees;
LGHQWLILHG-&KDPSLRQ 6H UCabiRé¢t Vio6 HIEWgRenVier direct

(CSS) for promoting their development

establishments and employment

According to a report by New World .
_ o creation. benefit ransfer for disbursement of
Wealth, the economic hub of India is

The Economic Census will also be
linked to the GST Network to create

and realizing their potential. 12
LGHQWLILHG &66 DUH
Technology & Information Technology
(QDEOHG 6HUYLFHV 7

fertiliser subsidy.

7K Hpy Q/Ib'ﬁi,u ErPLiR Qident launch
Solar Plant at Mirzapur: Prime

» 7 HBinise P KlahdrPi%odi and visiting

the 12 ™ wealthiest city, followed by
Toronto with a total wealth of USD

944 billion, Frankfurt (14 th USD 912
billion) and Paris (15 ", USD 860

a business register of all

establishments in the country. The

billion).

Total wealth, refers to the private
wealth held by all the individuals
living in each city. It includes all their
assets (property, cash, equities,
business interests) less any
liabilities. Government funds are
excluded from the figures. Mumbai,
also features among the top 10 cities
in terms of billionaire population. The
city is home to 28 billionaires,
individuals with USD 1 billion or more

in net assets.
GDP base year changed to 2017-18:

The government will change the base
year to 2017-18 for the calculation of
gross domestic product (GDP) and
index of industrial production (lIP)
numbers, and to 2018 for retail

inflation, Union minister D.V.

Sadananda Gowda said on the 15 0 of

February.

During 2018-19, the ministry is
proposing to initiate steps to revise
the base years of GDP, IIP and
consumer price index (CPI) to
accommodate the changes that take
place in the economic scenario of the

country.

India’s biggest global pharma
conference begins in Bengaluru:
Union Minister for Chemicals &
Fertilisers Ananth Kumar
inaugurated the three-day event in

Bengaluru.

The event is being organised by the
Department of Pharmaceuticals
(DoP), Ministry of Chemicals and
Fertilisers, along with Federation of
Indian Chambers of Commerce &
Industry (FICCI). The event would be
a positive step towards the
development of Future Drugs,
Biologics and will catalyse the overall
growth of the Pharmaceuticals Sector
LQ ,QGLD =

results of the Periodic Labour Force
Survey that was launched in April

2017 would also be available this year.

The base year revision of macro-
economic indicators, including
National Accounts, Index of
Industrial Production and Consumer
Price Index would also begin.

Union Cabinet Approves Creation

Of National Urban Housing Fund:

The Union Cabinet approval for

Value Travel, Transport and Logistics

Services, Tourism and Hospitals.

RBI tightens PSL norms for banks
by directing them to create sub-
targets: The Reserve Bank has
further tightened the priority sector
lending PSL norms for foreign banks
by directing them to mandatorily
create sub-targets so that they lend

a portion of their loans to small and

marginal farmers as well as micro

FUHDWLRQ RI-1DWLRQDO sURMI URKNY DY -

)XQG 18+) -=IRU 5V

This fund will be situated in Building
Materials and Technology Promotion
Council (BMTPC), an autonomous
body under the Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs. NUHF will facilitate
raising requisite funds in next four
years so that flow of Central

Assistance under different verticals.

Govt' clears opening up of
commercial coal mining to Pvt
firms: In a major reform in the coal

sector since its nationalisation in

1973, the government on the 20 th of

February allowed private companies
to mine the fossil fuel for commercial
use, ending the monopoly of state-
owned Coal India Ltd. The decision
was taken by the Cabinet Committee
on Economic Affairs (CCEA) under the
Chairmanship of Prime Minister
1IDUHQGUD ORGL =

The CCEA has also approved the
methodology for the auction of coal
mines or blocks. The methodology
gives the highest priority to
transparency, ease of doing business,
and ensuring that natural resources

are used for national development.
Continuation of PMEGP approved:

The Cabinet Committee on Economic
Affairs on the 28 " of March approved
the continuation of Prime Minister’s
Employment Generation Programme
beyond 12 ™ Plan for three years from
2017-18 to 2019-20 with a total outlay

of Five Thousand Five Hundred crore
UXSHHV -7KH 6FKHPH

sustainable estimated employment

FURUH

The PSL norms mandate foreign banks
to eventually lend 40 per cent of their
total loan book to the priority sector,
such as agriculture, rural infra, and
MSMEs among others from April 2020.

In a notification the RBI has said a
sub-target of 8 per cent of net bank
credit, or credit equivalent amount of
off-balance sheet exposure,
whichever is higher shall become
applicable for foreign banks with 20
branches and above, for lending to

MSMEs from next financial year.

Another sub-target of 7.50 per cent,
using the same criterion, will be
applicable to these banks from FY19

for lending to micro enterprises.

India to join multilateral lender
EBRD: India has got the go-ahead to
join the European Bank of
Reconstruction and Development
(EBRD), after shareholders of the
London-based multilateral lender
agreed to the country becoming its

69th member, enabling Indian
companies to undertake joint
investments in regions in which the

EBRD operates.

RBI Discontinues Letters Of
Undertaking For Trade Credit For
Imports: The Reserve Bank of India
on the 13 " of March decided to

2 L disgonfinys,issyanpe of letters of

undertaking (LoU) and letters of

French President Emmanuel Macron
onthe 12 ™ of March inaugurated 101
megawatt solar power plant at Dadar
Kala village in Mirzapur district of
Uttar Pradesh.

This is the largest solar projects in
the country setup by French company
ENGIE. The companywas awarded the
project in 2016 with the cost of
Rs. 680 crore.

Cabinet approves Modicare with
budgetary support of Rs. 160 bn for

2 years: The Cabinet has approved

WKH-$\XVKPDQ %KDUDW-RU
+HDOWK 3URWHFWLRQ 6FKH

also referred to as ModiCare), with
budgetary support of Rs. 160 billion
for 2018-19 and 2019-20.

Proposed to be portable across India,
the scheme is intended to provide
health care for at least 40 per cent of
the population or 107.4 million
households (500 million people). Each
family will be entitled to health cover
up to Rs 500,000 a year.

NHPS will replace the Rashtriya
Swasthya Bima Yojana (RSBY), where
the annual health cover is up to

Rs. 30,000.

The cabinet approval includes setting
up of nodal agencies by states or even
a trust to run it. The health minister

will head the scheme and take all

decisions on policy.

Coverage will be based on the Socio
Economic Caste Census (SECC),
which identifies the poor in seven

defined categories of deprivation.

The Cabinet also approved the
surrogacy Bill, which aims to
regulate the surrogacy market in
India. The intention is non-
commercialise surrogacy.
Commercial surrogacy and sale and

purchase will be prohibited.
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Building of MSMEs in North East

India for Export Competitiveness’.

The project looks at creating stronger
MSMEs (micro, small and medium
enterprises) in the North-East region
to boost exports, generate
employment and provide livelihood
opportunities to the youth and

women.

India, Jordan sign 12 MoUs

to boost cooperation in
defence, health sectors: India
DQG--RUGDQ-VLJIJQHG

of Understanding (MoUs) to boost
cooperation in the defence and health
sectors, along with allowing India
long-term access to organic fertiliser
from the West Asian nation.
Jordanian Monarch Abdullah II met
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on the
1t of March, as part of his three-day

WULS WR ,QGLD =

The present deal covers the training
and commercial aspects in defence,
besides counter-terrorism and cyber
security. Another deal was on
universal health coverage and

services.

An agreement to establish
cooperation between the Indian

Institute of Mass Communication

DQG WKH--RUGDQ-0HGLD

also signed.

India, Bangladesh, Russia sign
pact for Rooppur atomic plant:
Indian companies can now participate
in construction and installation
works in the “‘non-critical” category
for the Rooppur nuclear power plant

in Bangladesh

The Rooppur project is the first
iniiative under an Indo-Russian deal
to undertake atomic energy projects
in third countries. This will also be
the first ime Indian companies will
be able to participate in a nuclear

power project abroad.

India, Vietnam sign three

agreements: Strategic partners India
and Vienamonthe3 ™ of March signed
three agreements including one in the
field of civil nuclear energy following

the talks between Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Vietnamese
President Tran Dai Quang. The other
two pacts were in the field of
agriculture and trade and economic

cooperation.

Multi-national Naval excercise
‘Milan-2018’ begins:

and Nicobar command has organized

The Andaman

the biennial get-together of foreign
navies, called ‘Milan-2018’ at Port

Blair from 6 ® March.

OHP'\f'%Oljide@%BQ/ ink 14 pacts to
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The Weekly

India, Madagascar sign agreement l«\D7V< Q+rwVE7 H, @

in defence: India and Madagascar uVE©9 " rVEYT + rﬂ?i 1
have signed an umbrella agreement R O i .. dm’ 1727 e e 79r
LQ WKH ILHOG RI GHIHQFH.;E@QI-!IH \\/Y|.<v<_ '_V£7ﬂ¥
N agreement, both the countries will Y : E 2 § vV P aT E . )E@ £
The command has been organizing the explore various ways of co-operation C) | Y | U ) § V D_a T

get-together since 1995. Altogether in the field of defence. An amended

. . o 0 1 Qe fFa A o
sixteen countries are part|C|pat|ng N air service agreement was also signed § / h A) u | I 9 ’CE V £ M A 5

exercise  which
concluded on the 13 ™ of March. For
WKH ILUVW WLPH

in this exercise.

the biennial to support efforts towards improving

Science & Technology

connectivity between the two

2PDQ DOVRRRBWWLRLSDWHG

India, EU agrees on sharing earth

India Successfully Test-Fires Agni-
Il Missile:

India successfully test-fired Agni I

observation data : India and the

medium-range nuclear-capable

boost India-France ties: India and

European Union (EU) have signed an missile from APJ Abdul Kalam island

off the Odisha coast on the 20 0 of
February.

HDFK RWKHU-V VDWHOOLWH Yz 56ddesSBIfWodRMs Night
inked in Bengaluru on the 18 " of  Trial Of Prithvi-ll Missile:

France exchange 14 agreements in agreement that will enable them to

key strategic areas including defence, share earth observation data from

maritime security and technology

Both countries entered into

agreements in various fields including
FXUELQJ- LOOLFLW WUD G HdidnBpar®d ReEeRraf [OFgenisation

agreement on migration and Mobility

March. Under this arrangement,

ISRO will share data from its earth
Partnership, Agreement to facilitate observation satellites.

mutual recognition of academic

P-Fodssoren |

qualifications, Technical Co-operation India successfully conducted trial of

. hz Em )5] @—i itsﬂﬁ,ai@]éuwly developed nuclear

Permanent Indo-French Railway 1Tn "TU aMA?H ﬂA |&» ED§HE(PV£37U LdNaK()I? OMA\?V
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in the field of Railways, creation of Q 2\

Forum, logistic Support between

Armed forces, Ecological and Inclusive T7 @ %uu . in rv £ 7 range in Odish on tie 21 | f
Transition, Cooperation for Urban . - ) )NH EUXD UN\ - 7KH VXUIDFH Wi
%SO * G+ONY R Mnls@essfioti-fiffddrom a mobile

Development, exchange and reciprocal
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protection of Classified or protected

information, Space Research & Co-

procurement: India has offered a 100
million dollar Line of Credit, LoC, to

Mauritus for defence procurement to

KHOS LWV VHFXULW\ FDSDFLW_L_!

GeH, JAVE 1* x
Vreil

Y troj.a shbrl—ﬁnge balllls@ fhissile capable

of carrying nuclear warheads.
Dhanush is the naval variant of the

%p\(/aygtilar\{yﬁmgtriaﬁ?vgy forward iTB-O?'Vﬁ?,, ] o; ER-u I‘ %A)h *3VK< L? ﬁe % uu

agreement in Nuclear Field, Marine E <M b, rVE7 da x_ @ juﬁ\ nu ?r CCé)a o A B”u
) L - ballistic naval m-|ss
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Facility Agreement worth 100 billion (~) IT7ZW . @ 1Tz Wa Mﬁ(‘lﬁﬂﬁﬂc@ifu”E ‘Fﬁtl'f'lr@ the

Euro for Smart Cities and Solar Energy. T X 6 "WEf< aM A 7H 1 ADhanusE miSSf{ﬂ @m;_a \@rsrﬁ) off% U T H
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credit to Mauritius for defence ~ ruary e DRanus mISSle is
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agreed to sell a Multi-Purpose Offshore
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Petrol Vessel to the island nation,
which will be financed through the LoC

announced on the 12 ™ of March.

India will host the global
9 « " @A Ardi MMASAentDay celchratias
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signed four MoUs to further

education, health, culture and civil
services. The MoUs were exchanged
in the presence of President Ram
Nath Kovind and Mauritian Prime
Minister Pravind Jugnauth in Port
IRXLV =
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600MW, while the balance 1,400MW
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e solar project is the largest in the ~
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Persons in News

Rohan More :

Pune-based swimmer, Rohan
More became the first Asian as well
as the first Indian to swim across the
Ocean Seven. He is the youngest to

complete it.

He swam across the Cook Strait
between North and South Islands of
New Zealand in 8 hours and 37
minutes. With this, More becomes
only the ninth person in the world to
complete it. He has received the
Tenzing Norgay Award from the Indian
Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports.

Ramaphosa :

Cyril Ramaphosa was elected by a

majority in parliament as South

accepted the resignation of Telugu

Desam Party’'s Ashok Gajapathi Raju.
Prakriti :

In another first for women, 25-year-
R O G - 3 U & baeWinducted as the
first direct-entry combat officer in the

Indo-Tibetan Border Police.

The ITBP is the last of the Central
Armed Police Forces (CAPFs) to
induct women officers in combat roles
after the government first allowed it

to enroll them in 2016.

Bidya Devi Bhandari:

Nepal's first woman president Bidya
Devi Bhandari was on the 13 th of
March re-elected for a second term

in office with an overwhelming

The Weekly

Awards

Shatrughan Sinha : Actor-politician
Shatrughan Sinha has been honoured
with a lifetime achievement award for

his contribution to the fields of arts

DQG SROLWLFV =

The annual Political and Public Life
Awards instituted by Britain’s Asian
Voice weekly newspaper was
presented at a ceremony in the UK’s

Parliament complex in London.

OSCAR WINNERS

7 KH =" Annual Academy Awards or
Oscar were held at the Dolby
Theatre in Los Angeles, the USA.
Awards were given in 24 categories,
the winners are...

1. BestPicture: The Shape Of Water

' By Classmate Academy '

Obituary

Sridevi :

passed away on the 24

Veteran Actress Sridevi
t of February.
She starred in more than 150 films.

She acted in Telugu, Tamil, and also
in Bollywood. In 2013, the Indian
government awarded her the Padma
Shri, the fourth highest civilian
KRQRXU =

Shankaracharya :Kanchi Shankara-
charya Jayendra Saraswathi, the 69th
pontiff of the Kanchi Mutt, passed
away on the 28 ™ of February in

.DQFKLSXUDP

He became the younger pontiff on the
22" of March 1954 and became elder
pontiff in 1994. Jayendrar wanted to

solve the Ayodhya issue in a peaceful

7DPLO 1DGX =

majority.
i ’ H th
g!cas pres:ientu(jn.the 15tf of Angela Merkel: Germany's Parliament ~=%HVW 'LUHFWRU =*xLooRBRRMHD
ebruary, marking a turning point for .
the countrv after the slow-motion elected Angela Merkel for her fourth Toro, The Shape Of Water. Stephen  Hawking Stephen
y _ term as chancellor on the 14  of March -%HVW $FWUHVV = =)UDQFHD/ZNLQJ WKH-%ULWLVK SK!
collapse of the ance-legendary ruiing McDormand, Three Billboards black-hole theorist who brought
tv under Jacob Zuma. Zuma Lawmakers voted 364-315 to re-elect ) ) ) _
pary ' Outside Ebbing, Missouri. science to a mass audience with the
resigned on the 14  * of February. Merkel, Germany’s leader since 2005,
K P Sharma Oli who ran unoppos HG - EHVW VHO O LAQRkieEHsRAN of
o . . . . Time , has died.
Vladimar Putin : Russian President
Vladimir Putin stormed to victory in Diagnosed at age 21, he was one of
presidential election, giving him the world’s longest survivors of ALS
another six years in power. (Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis).
" %HVW $FWRU ~ *DUY 2OG%QQDPEULGJH 8QLYHUVLW\=
K.P. Sharma Oli was on the 15 h of Darkest Hour

+DZNLQJ UHGHILQHG-FRVP

February sworn in as Nepals Prime SURSRVLQJ WKDW-EODFN |

Minister for the second time.

Arvind Jamkhedkar
DQG KLVWRULDQ-3UYLQG

will be the next Chairman of the

. Archaeologist

Indian Council of Historical Research
(ICHR). He will replace Prof. K.

Sudershan Rao.

Avani Chaturvedi

Flying officer Avani Chaturvedi has
scripted history by becoming the first
Indian woman to fly a fighter aircraft

solo.

Suresh Prabhu Commerce and
Industries Minister Suresh Prabhu
has been assigned the additional
Civil

charge of the Aviation

3

OLQLVWU\ -7KH SRVW KDG

after President Ram Nath Kovind

Pqn’B, IWRPIQ@T’ &l ‘qcbf?ﬂs_ga for almost

two decades, won more than 75% of the

Htin Kyaw:
Aung San Suu Kyi's right-hand man
Htin Kyaw stepped down after two

years in the position.

PV Sindhu: Star shuttler PV Sindhu
has been named the flag-bearer of the
Indian contingent for the opening
ceremony of the Commonwealth

Games in Gold Coast next month.

Pistol shooter Vijay Kumar was the

flag-bearer in last Commonwealth
IDOOHQ YDFDQW
Games.

radiation and later evaporate.

Bestseller A Brief History of Time , first

%HVW )RUHLJQ /DQJxDJIH §{Plped.n 1988, eamed its author

YRWH DFFRUGLQJ WR SUHOLPFgBit WanerX OMeV -

0\DQPDU-V 3UHVLGHQW-DQG

Balkrishna Doshi : Indian architect
Balkrishna Doshi has been awarded
this year’'s Pritzker Prize for being
able to interpret architecture and
transform it into buildings that
The

regarded as

respect Eastern culture.
Pritzker
architecture’s equivalent to the

1REHO 3UL]JH =

Prize is

Robert Langlands

Canadian

worldwide acclaim, selling at least 10
million copies in 40 languages and
staying on the best-seller list of the
U. K.’s Sunday Times newspaper for

a record 237 weeks.

Kedarnath Singh Jnanpith
awardee and renowned Hindi poet
Kedarnath Singh passed away in
New Delhion the 18 ™ of March after

a prolonged illness.

PDWKHPDWLFLDQ-5REHUW /B&WE he SaMitya R@demi Award

the prestigious Abel Prize for
developing a programme connecting
representation theory to number

theory.
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in 1989 for his poetry collection Akaal

Mein Saras and the Jnanpith Award
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— 26 districts in Telangana have 584 have higher literacy rates than $XWR *ULG-WR KHOS W L
TELAN GANA" below-average literacy rates:  Among the national average of 72.98 per cent electricity sector of the state.
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H7 e B "R - Y 0 G VG o @ed on t|162q3J§Ceh\§leche Aﬂd{y? &radei.rrAnks MoU with US covering key segments, including
E ligracy raiés were mappedas per the agricultural pump-sets, residential/

Qij.. nVrG--ﬂA i

Q i N ViGeef Al’ Ge @le reorgam?e'd 584 rﬁapﬁys’m%e Vr K ép“ electricity sector:
I O P §S.ta1eV§)ll§l thfeeXna@dals out of the

V AutoGrid to transform and
Andhra commercial ACs, and industrial
SBUDGHVK-LQNHG OR8 ZLWKmi&é EDVHG

Do You Know? -

1. Context: The Government will change the base

year to 2017-18 for the calculation of gross
domestic product (GDP) and index of industrial
production (IIP) numbers, and to 2018 for retail

inflation, Union minister D.V. Sadananda Gowda

said on 15 " February.

GDP is the final value of the goods and services

produced within the geographic boundaries of acoun ty
during aspecified period of tme, normally ayear. GDP
growth rate is an important indicator of the econom ic

SHUIRUPDQFH RI D FRXQWU\ =

2. Context: The Cabinet Committee on Economic
Affairs on 28 ™ March approved the continuation of
Prime Minister’'s Employment Generation
Programme beyond 12th Plan for three years from
2017-18 to 2019-20 with a total outlay of Five
Thousand Five Hundred crore rupees.

Govemmentofindia has approved the introduction o f
anew creditlinked subsidy programme called Prime

Minister's EmploymentGeneration Programme (PMEGP)

by merging the two schemes that were in operation
1131.03.2008, namely Prime Minister's Rojgar Y oj ana
(PMRY) and Rural EmploymentGeneraton Programme
(REGP) for generation of employment opportunites

through establishmentof micro enterprises in rural as
wellas urban areas. PMEGP is acentral sectorsche me
administered by the Ministry of Micro, Small and

Medium Enterprises (MOMSME).

Atthe national level, the Scheme is being implemen ted

by Khadi and Village Industies Commission (KVIC), a
statutory organization under the administraive con trol

ofthe Ministy of MSME as the single nodal agency. At
the Stake level, the Scheme will be implemented thr ough

State KVIC Direcoraes, Stae Khadi and Vilage In d
usties Boards (KVIBs) and District Industies Cent res
(DICs) and banks. The Govemmentsubsidy under the

Scheme will be routed by KVIC through the identfie d
Banks for eventual distibution t the beneficiarie s/

entrepreneurs in their Bank accounts.

3. Context: The Reserve Bank has further

tightened the Priority Sector Lending (PSL)
norms for foreign banks by directing them to
mandatorily create sub-targets so that they lend
a portion of their loans to small and marginal
IDUPHUV DV ZHOO DV PLFUR

Priority sector lending (PSL) is aimed to provide
instituional credit to those sectors and segments for
whom tis difficultto getcredit According o pr iority
sector norms, scheduled commercial banks have

give 40% of their loans (measured in terms of Adjus
in accordance with the RBI regulatons.

ted NetBank Creditor ANBC) to the identfied prio rity sectors

Priority Sector includes the following categories:
(i) Agriculture, (i) Micro, Small and Medium Enter prises, (ii) ExportCredit, (iv) Education, (v) Ho

Infrastructure, (vi) Renewable Energy, (vii) Othe rs.
4. Context: India has got the go-ahead to join the

using, (vi) Social

European Bank of Reconstruction and Development

(EBRD), after shareholders of the London-based multilateral lender agreed to the country becoming its 69th

member, enabling Indian companies to undertake join t investments in regions in which the EBRD operates
7TKH-(XURSHDQ %DQN IRU 5HFRQVWUXFWLRQ DQG HYHOIFLQFDIQ(FWBC(%QVWVVD)QWI
LQ $V D PXOWLODWHUDO GHYHORSPHQWDO HMGY QYW VP W WQRD-QINV I/ KMR RW@51
HFRQRPLHYVY ,QLWLDOO\ IRFXVHG RQ WKH FRXQWWLHDQRE H/EK W R RUXPSHS_R( I/V B/HHY
more than 30 countries from central Europe t centr al Asia.

HQWH

/’ Classmate Academy Residential Campus

Classmate Academy is a premier Institute in
Hyderabad for training Central and State
Government job seekers through SSC-
CGL/CHSL. Since 2013, with a very high
success rate, our students have been
acquiring maximum job stake in the southern
region. With a view to achieve greater success we are expanding with
wonderful infrastructure and state of the art technological facilities.

We are now coming up with an in-house training campus at Meerpet with excellent
hostel facilities, swimming pool and indoor and outdoor games facilities. The campus has
about one acre of in-campus play ground and 20 acres of attached ground out of the campus.
With a well experienced training staff and best in class facilities, the institute is offering
training for SSC-CGL / CHSL / MTS, UPSC, SI/CONSTABLE, etc., with a

view to increase its stake in the Central and State

= Government job pool. Hygienic and tasty food

will be provided to make the trainees cope with

the long hours of in-house training. The

students should make use of this opportunity to

get through the entrance exams and land in
Central and State Government jobs.

Remember that studying in Classmate Academy means
studying among maximum competitors.

The campus has the following facilities:

Highly experienced faculty.

State of the art digital class rooms.
Deluxe hostel rooms.

Swimming pool and Playground.
Hygienic and tasty food.

Fresh air and silent atmosphere.
In house faculty to clarify doubts.

Best placement training and support is given by IIT & IIM Alumni
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