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Sex ratio at  dips in 17 large States:

The sex ratio at birth (SRB) saw a

decline in 17 out of 21 large states of

the country, with Gujarat recording

an alarming dip of 53 points, a Niti

Aayog report stated and stressed on

the need to check sex- selective

abortion.

According to the report, among the 17

states which recorded substantial

drop of 10 points or more, in Gujarat

the SRB fell to 854 females from 907

females per 1,000 males born

registering a drop of 53 points from

2014- 15 (base year) to 2015- 16

(reference year).

Gujarat is followed by Haryana, which

registered a drop of 35 points,

Rajasthan (32 points), Uttarakhand (27

points), Maharashtra (18 points),

Himachal Pradesh (14 points),

Chhattisgarh (drop of 12 points), and

Karnataka (11 points), the Healthy

�6�W�D�W�H�V���� �3�U�R�J�U�H�V�V�L�Y�H�� �,�Q�G�L�D�¬�U�H�S�R�U�W�� �V�W�D�W�H�V��

“There is a clear need for States to

effectively imp lement the Pre-

Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic

Techniques (PCPNDT) Act, 1994 and

take adequate measures to promote

the value of the girl child,” the report

stated.

SC raises elect ion disclosure bar:

Maintaining that “pu rity of the

electoral process is fundamental to

the survival of a healthy democracy”,

the Supreme Court on the 16 th  of

Feb ruary ordered that candidates

contesting an election and their

associates  spouses and dependents

must disclose their sources of income.

It directed that suitable amendments

be made in rules and Form 26 the

affidavit filed by the candidate along

with the nomination paper to make

candidates and their associates

disclose sources of income.

The court said such disclosure would

be a part of the fundamental right of

the voter under Article 19(1)(a) as laid

down in its 2002 judgment in Union

of India vs Association for Democratic

Reforms & Another in which it stated

that “voter speaks out or expresses

by casting vote”.

L S Speake r Sum i t ra Mahajan

inauguartes 6th India Region CPA

confe rence:  Lok Sabha Speaker,

Su mitra Mahajan 17 th  Feb ruary

inaugurated the 6 th  Ind ia region

Commonwea lth Parl iamenta ry

Association conference at Patna in

Bihar.

The conference held discussions

mainly on two topics ‘Parliament’s

role in the development agenda’ and

‘Legis latu re and Judiciary -  Two

important Pillars of Democracy’. The

Speaker stressed upon the need to

strengthen the legislature, executive

and the judiciary in order to make

democracy strong.

UGC pane l  t o  i dent i f y  Eminent

I nst i t ut es:  U nivers ity G rants

Commission on the 20 th  of February

constitu ted a  fou r- memb er

Empowered Expert Committee, which

is being entrusted to conduct the

appraisal of app lica tions for

shortl is ting 20 Ins titu tions of

�(�P�L�Q�H�Q�F�H���¬�1���� �*�R�S�D�O�D�V�Z�D�P�L���� �I�R�U�P�H�U

Chief Election Commissioner of India

is the Chairperson of the committee.
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K am al  Hassan l aunc he s ne w

po l i t i cal  part y  “ Makkal  Needhi

Maiam’ :

Makkal Neethi Maiyam is the name

of the political party founded by Tamil

Actor Kamal Hasan who began his

political sojourn from late President

D r.Abdu l Kalaam’s  house at

Ramanathapuram on the 21 st  of

Feb ruary. At a mammoth pu b lic

meeting a t Madurai, the actor

launched the Party’s flag.

Government to set up NITI Forum

for Northeast: Government will set

up the NITI Forum for Northeast to

identify constraints and recommend

suitable interventions for speedy and

�V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H���J�U�R�Z�W�K���L�Q���W�K�H���U�H�J�L�R�Q���¬���7�K�H

forum will be co-chaired by the Vice-

Chairman of NITI Aayog Dr. Rajiv

Kumar and Minister for DoNER Dr

Jitendra Singh.

I nd ia at  81st  rank  i n  g lo bal

corrupt ion perception index: India

has been ranked 81 st  in the global

corruption perception index for 2017,

released by Transparency

Internationa l, which named the

country among the “worst offenders”

in terms of graft and press freedom

in the Asia Pacific region. The index,

which ranks 180 countries and

territories by their perceived levels of

public sector corruption, placed India

at the 81 st place.

In 2016 India was in the 79 th  place

among 176 countries.

Blue-Coloured Baal Aadhaar Card

L aunc he d  By  UI DA I :  U nique

Identification Au thority of Ind ia

���8�,�'�$�,���¬�L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�G�� �D�� �¶�%�D�D�O�� �$�D�G�K�D�D�U�·

card for children below the age of five

years. No biometric details will be

�U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���W�R���J�H�W���W�K�L�V�¬�E�O�X�H���F�R�O�R�U�H�G���%�D�D�O

Aadhaar card. A child below 5 years

of age gets a blue colored Aadhaar

known as Baal Aadhaar. When the

child becomes 5 years old,  a

mandatory b iometric u pda te is

required.

BJP forms Govt ’  in Tripura :

Bharatiya Janata Party has won in

Tripura elections. No party emerged

with clear victory in Meghalaya and

Nagaland states.  However, B JP

formed coalition Governments in both

states. All the three states have 60

assembly seats.

Tripura

BJP 35
CPI (M) 16
Indigenous
People front

of Tripura  8

Nagaland

BJP 12

Naga Peoples
front 27
Nationalist
Democratic
progressive party 16

Others  4

Meghalaya
BJP 2

Indian National

Congress 21

National Peoples

Party 19

Others 17

NEW CHIEF MINISTERS

Conrod Sangma : National People’s
Party leader Conrod Sangma is the
Chief Minister of Megha laya. He

assumed office on the 6 th  of March.

Niephui  R io : People’s Democratic

Alliance, PDA’s leader Niephui Rio

has been sworn-in as the new Chief

Minister of Nagaland on the 8 th  of

March.

Biplab Kumar Deb : The BJP State

President, Biplab Kumar Deb, was

unanimously elected as the leader of

the Legislature Party. He assumed

office on the 9 th  of March.

I nd ian Mi l i t ary  R anke d 4t h

St ro ngest  I n Wo rld:  Out of 133

�F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���¬�,�Q�G�L�D�¬�L�V�� �U�D�Q�N�H�G�� �I�R�X�U�W�K�� �R�Q

a global index for its military strength,

only the United States, Russia and

China are ranked above India on the

list, according to the latest report of

the G lobal Firepower index 2017.

Neighbouring Pakistan is ranked

13th. India maintained its position

above France in the top five military

powers in the world.

A WBI  he adq uart e rs shi f t ed  t o

Bal l abhgarh :  �7�K�H�� �* �R �Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�¬

�V�K�L�I�W�H�G�� �K�H�D�G�T�X�D�U�W�H �U�V�� �R�I�¬�$�Q�L�P�D�O

�: �H�O�I�D�U�H�� �%�R�D�U�G�� �R�I�� �, �Q�G�L�D�� ���$�: �%�, ���¬�W�R

Ballabhgarh in Faridabad District of

Haryana from Chennai, Tamil Nadu.

AWBI is a statutory advisory body

established in 1962. It frames a range

of rules on how animals ought to be

humanely treated everywhere.

PM Launches Nat ional  Nut r i t ion

Missi o n :  On the occas ion of

International Women’s Day on the 8 th

of March,  the Pr ime Min ister,

Narendra Mod i, lau nched the

National Nu trition Mission, and

expansion of the coverage of Beti

Bachao Beti Padhao programme, at

Jhunjhunu in Rajasthan. Now the

scheme will be implemented in all 640

districts.

Supre me  Co ur t  al l o ws passi v e

euthanasia: �7�K�H�¬�6�X�S�U�H�P�H�� �&�R�X�U�W�¬�R�Q

the 9 th ���R�I���0�D�U�F�K���K�H�O�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�¬�U�L�J�K�W���W�R

�G�L�H���Z�L�W�K���G�L�J�Q�L�W�\�¬�L�V���D���I�X�Q�G�D�P�H�Q�W�D�O���U�L�J�K�W��

saying that an individual could make

an advance “living will” that would

authorise passive euthanasia under

certain circumstances. The apex

court’s  B ench held tha t passive

euthanasia and living will were legally

valid, a five-judge Constitution bench,

headed by Chief Justice of India

Dipak Misra, said.

PM launches campaign to eradicate

TB from India by 2025:  Indian Prime

Minister Narendra Modi on the 13 th  of

March launched a campaign to

eradicate Tuberculosis, TB from India

by 2025, five years ahead of a globally-

set deadline. A target has been set to

end TB, globally by 2030 and

Government of India has set aim to

eradicate it from India five years ahead

by 2025. TB was declared emergency

by WHO 25 years ago and India has

come a long way in the fight against

Tuberculosis. TB is responsible for 1.7

million deaths in 2016.

Laqshya launched: The Ministry of

Health and Family W elfare

�O�D�X�Q�F�K�H�G�¬�/�D�T�V�K�\�D�� �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�¬�D�L�P�H�G�� �D�W

improving quality of maternity care in

labor room and maternity Operation.

It is being implemented to ‘fast-track’

interventions for achieving tangible

results. The program aims to improve

quality of care for pregnant. It is

implemented at all Medical College

Hospitals, District Hospitals and First

Referral Unit (FRU) and Community

Health Center (CHCs).

Hary ana Assembly  no d deat h

penalty for child rape: The Haryana

Assemb ly on the 15 th  of March

unanimously passed a B ill which

provides for death penalty to those

found guilty of raping girls aged 12

years or less. After Madhya Pradesh

and Rajasthan, Haryana has become

the third State where the Assembly

has approved the provision of capital

punishment for such sexual offenders.

Heal th Minist ry  grants approval

for admission under Disabi l i t ies

Quota: In accordance with the Rights

of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016,

the percentage of seats for admission

to PG medical courses to be filled up

by persons with disabilities has been

increased from 3% to 5%.

Uni o n  Go v ernm e nt  A pp ro v e s

P last i c  Park  T o  Be  Se t  Up  I n

Deoghar, Jharkhand:

U nion Min ister for  Chemicals  &

Fertilizers and Parliamentary Affairs,

Mr. Ananthkumar announced that

�W�K�H�¬�*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� �,�Q�G�L�D�¬�D�S�S�U�R�Y�H�G

�W�K�H�� �V�H�W�W�L�Q�J�� �X�S�� �R�I�� �D�¬�3�O�D�V�W�L�F�� �3�D�U�N�¬�L�Q

Deoghar D istrict, Jharkhand. The

project would be set up at a cost of

Rs. 120 crores in an area of 150 acres.

Wo rlds Lo ngest  Sandstone Cave

Discovered In Meghalaya:

The North-eastern state Meghalaya

of India, is  home to the longest

sands tone cave in the wor ld at

24,583m. The sandstone cave named

Krem Puri, near the village of

Laitsohum in the Mawsynram, was

first discovered in 2016, but during

the recent 25-day expedition by the

Meghalaya Adventurers’ Association

(MAA), the actual length of the cave

was uncovered. It is 6,000m longer

than the currently listed sandstone

cave in the world, Cueva El Samán,

(18,200m) in Venezuela.

Uni o n  Go v e rnme nt  de c ides t o

declare 2018 as Nat ional Year of

Mi l l e t s:  The u nion government

�G�H�F�L�G�H�G�� �W�R�� �G�H�F�O�D�U�H�¬���������¬�D�V�¬�·�1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O

�<�H �D�U�� �R �I�� �0 �L�O�O�H�W�V�¬ �W�R�� �E�R�R�V�W�� �W�K�H

cultivation of millets like ragi and

jowar on a mission mode to achieve

�Q�X�W�U�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\ �� �¬�� �7�K�H�� �P�L�O�O�H�W

cultivation has declined due to change

in dietary habits and unavailability of

millets. As a result of this, level of

nutrients like proteins, Vitamin-A,

iron, and iodine fell in women and

�F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���¬�� �7�K�L�V�� �O�H�G�� �W�R�� �D�� �V�S�H�F�L�D�O�� �I�R�F�X�V

on millets.

Del hi  HC se t s aside  Cent re ’ s

not if icat ion disqualify ing 20 AAP

MLAs:  The Delhi High Court on the

23 rd  of March set aside the Centre’s

notification disqualifying 20 AAP

MLAs in the office- of-profit case.

Terming the Election Commission’s

recommendation on disqualification

as vitiated, the bench said, there was

a violation of natural justice and no

oral hearing was given to the MLAs

before disqu alifying them as

legislators of the Delhi Assembly.

India’ s f irst  Sign Language (ISL)

Di c t i o nary :  Social Jus tice

and Empowerment Min ister

Thaawarchand Gehlot on the 23 rd  of

March launched the first Indian Sign

Language (ISL) Dictionary of three

thousand words at a function in New

Delhi. The basic aim of developing the

ISL D ictionary is to remove

communications barriers between the

deaf and hearing communities as it

is  focused on providing more

information in Indian sign language.
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Pakistan amends ant i-terror law:

Keen to avert international

sanctions , Pakis tan has qu ietly

amended its anti- terror laws to

include Hafiz Saeed-linked Jamaat-

ud- D awa and Falah- i- Insaniat

Foundation and other militant outfits

on the list of UN proscribed groups.

A major impact of a new ordinance

promulgated by Pakistan President

Mamnoon Hussain wou ld  be the

proscription of Saeed-linked JuD and

FIF along with the UN listed outfits

of Al Akhtar Trust and Al Rashid

Trust.

Hafiz Saeed, the mastermind of the

2008 Mumbai terror attack, heads the

charity JuD, believed to be a front for

Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) terror group.

The move to amend the Anti-

Terrorism Act, 1997 ends an old

discrepancy b etween the U N

sanctions list and the national listing

of terrorist groups and individuals.

It has come ahead of the crucial

Financial Action Task Force (FATF)

meeting in Paris, scheduled to be

held from February 18 to 23.

The U NSC sanctions lis t has Al-

Qaeda, Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan,

Lashkar-e-Jhangvi, Jamaat-ud-Dawa

(JuD), Falah-e- Insaniat Foundation

(FIF),  Lashkar- e- Ta iba (Let) and

others.

Venezuela, Libya Lose UN Vote for

Third T ime in 3 Years: Venezuela

and Libya have been suspended from

voting in the U.N. General Assembly

for the third time in three years

because of millions of dollars in

unpaid dues to the world body.

Secretary-General Antonio Guterres

informed the General Assembly in

la te Janu ary that 14 countries

including Venezuela and Libya were

in arrears.

According to a letter from Guterres

to the Assembly president, Venezuela

must pay a minimum of $25,200,296

to restore its voting rights, and Libya

must pay at least $6,594,842.

Venezuela is engulfed in an economic

and political crisis and Libya has two

rival governments, each backed by an

array of militias.

The other countries that lost their

voting rights are Central African

Repub lic,  D ominica, D ominican

Republic, Grenada, Marshall Islands,

Su rinam and Yemen. Equa torial

Gu inea, which is on the Security

Council, also lost its vote.

In a resolution, the General Assembly

decided that Comoros , G u inea-

Bissau, Sao Tome and Principe and

Somalia would be permitted to vote

despite being in arrears.

T anz ani a wi t hdraws f ro m  UN

re fuge e  pro g ramm e:  Tanzania

announced its withdrawal of United
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reasons and lack of funds. Tanzania

considered a safe haven for refugees,

particu la rly from conflict- h it

Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC)

and Burundi.

Saudi  wo me n t o  st ar t  o wn

busine sses wi t ho ut  m al e

permissio n:
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need the permiss ion of a ma le

guardian to start their own business,

citing the Ministry of Commerce and

Investment. Women can practise all

their commercial transactions in the

Ministry of Commerce and Investment

without a guardian or a notary.

China e le c t e d as v i ce  chai r  o f

FATF:  China was elected as vice chair

�R�I�¬�)�L�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���$�F�W�L�R�Q���7�D�V�N���)�R�U�F�H�����)�$�7�)����

a global body mandated to combat

terror  financing and  money

laundering. In its plenary meeting in

Paris, FATF had placed Pakistan

under “grey list” subject to direct

monitoring and intense scrutiny by

International Cooperation.

FATF was established in 1989 during

the G7 Summit in Paris (France) to

combat the growing problem of money

laundering.

ADB and I SA ent ered into

agreement: The Asian Development

Bank (ADB) and the International Solar

Alliance (ISA) on the 10 th  of March

signed a cooperation arrangement to

promote solar energy deployment in Asia

�D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �3�D�F�L�I�L�F���¬�7�K�H�� �F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q

envisages solar power generation, solar

based mini-grids and transmission

systems for integrating solar energy into

�J�U�L�G�V���¬�7�K�H�� �R�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �D�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W�V

is to deepen their cooperation in support

of Renewable Energy.

Modi announces solar technology

m ission:

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi

and French President Emmanuel
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Macron on the 11 th  of March co-

chaired the first Founding Conference

of International Solar Alliance, ISA in

New Delhi. The one day summit seeks

to mobilise one trillion dollars of

investments needed by 2030 for

massive deployment of solar energy.

Prime Minister Modi said India will

generate 175 gigawatts of electricity

from renewable energy sources by

2022.

China President Xi Jinping set  to

rule China for l ife:

China’s Parliament on the 11 th  of

March abolished the decades-old two-

term limit for the President, allowing

Xi Jinping to remain as the country’s

leader for l ife.  The package of

constitutional amendments passed

the nearly 3,000-member National

People’s Congress a lmost

unanimously, with just two opposing

votes and three abstentions.

World Hindi  Secretariat  bui lding

o pe ne d in  Mauri t i us:  Ind ian

President Ram Nath Kovind on the

13 th  of March inaugurated the World

Hindi Secreta ria t bu ild ing in

Mauritius on the third day of his visit

to the country. He also launched the

World Hindi Secretariat’s logo, an

Early Digital Learning Programme as

well unveiled foundation stones of a

social housing project and a large ENT

hospital being b u ilt with Indian

assistance. The idea for the setting

up of a G lob al body for the

coordination of H ind i related

activities was first proposed at the

first World Hindi Conference held in

Nagpur, in 1975 by  Seewoosagur

Ramgoolam, the then Prime Minister

of Mauritius

I raq  o v ert akes Saudi  A rabia as

India’ s biggest  Oi l Suppl ier: Iraq

�R�Y�H�U�W�R�R�N�¬�6�D�X�G�L�� �$�U�D�E�L�D�¬�W�R�� �E�H�F�R�P�H

India’s top crude oil supplier by

supplying 38.9 million tonnes (MT)

crude oil in the current financial year

(2017 �C18). It was fifth of India’s oil

needs. India is 80% dependent on

imports to meet its oil needs.

Saudi Arabia traditionally has been

India’s top oil sou rce but Iraq

dethroned it. Saudi Arabia supplied 30.9

MT of crude oil in the first 10 months.

Asia-Pacific nations sign sweeping

t rade  de al  wi t ho ut  U.S:  Eleven

countr ies  includ ing Japan and

Canada signed a landmark Asia-

Pacific trade agreement without the

United States on the 8 th  of March.

The Comprehensive and Progressive

Agreement for Trans- Pacific

Partnersh ip (CPTPP) will redu ce

tariffs in countries.

Even without the United States, the

deal will span a market of nearly 500

million people, making it one of the

world’s largest trade agreements,

according to Chilean and Canadian

trade statistics.

Tari f fs against  China in US:  US

President D onald  Tru mp

�D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�G�¬���� �� �E�L�O�O�L�R�Q�� �8�6�� �G�R�O�O�D�U

�W�D�U�L�I�I�V�¬�R�Q�¬�&�K�L�Q�D�¬for its alleged unfair

�W�U�D�G�H�� �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V�� �¬�7�K�H �� �8�6�� �7�U�D�G�H

Representative Robert E. Lighthizer

to announce with in 15 days  a

proposed list of products to be hit with

ta riff increases. U STR already

identified potential targets of 1,300

product lines. The US currently has

about 500 b illion dollars of trade

deficit with China.

China hi t s back:  China unveiled

plans on the 23 rd  of March to impose

higher tariffs on USD 3 billion worth

of American goods including pork and

pipes in retaliation to US tariffs on

steel and aluminium imports from

Beijing.
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Mumbai  is t he  12 th  r ichest  c i t y

globally  with total wealth at  $90

bn: India’s financial capital Mumbai,

with a total wealth of USD 950 billion,
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has been named among the top 15

wealthiest cities globally, while New

York topped the list.

According to a report by New World

Wealth, the economic hub of India is

the 12 th  wealthiest city, followed by

Toronto with a total wealth of USD

944 billion, Frankfurt (14 th , USD 912

b illion) and Paris (15 th , USD 860

billion).

Total wealth, refers to the private

wealth held by all the individuals

living in each city. It includes all their

assets (property, cash,  equ ities,

bu siness interes ts)  less any

liabilities. G overnment funds are

excluded from the figures. Mumbai,

also features among the top 10 cities

in terms of billionaire population. The

city is  home to 28 b ill ionaires,

individuals with USD 1 billion or more

in net assets.

GDP base year changed to 2017-18:

The government will change the base

year to 2017-18 for the calculation of

gross domestic product (GDP) and

index of industrial production (IIP)

numbers, and to 2018 for retail

in fla tion, U nion minister  D .V.

Sadananda Gowda said on the 15 th  of

February.

D uring 2018- 19, the ministry is

proposing to initiate steps to revise

the b ase years of G D P, IIP and

consumer price index (CPI) to

accommodate the changes that take

place in the economic scenario of the

country.

I nd ia’ s biggest  g lo bal  pharma

conference begins in Bengaluru:

U nion Min ister for  Chemicals  &

Fertilisers Ananth Kumar

inaugurated the three-day event in

Bengaluru.

The event is being organised by the

D epartment of Pharmaceu tica ls

(D oP), Ministry of Chemicals and

Fertilisers, along with Federation of

Indian Chambers of Commerce &

Industry (FICCI). The event would be

a pos itive s tep  towards the

development of Fu tu re D rugs,

Biologics and will catalyse the overall

growth of the Pharmaceuticals Sector

�L�Q�� �,�Q�G�L�D���¬

Govt ’  to launch 4 new surveys to

plug data gaps: Data gaps in the

country’s statistical system may be

filled to some extent with the

government now looking to launch

four new surveys to capture activities

in  the services sector,  in formal

enterp rises, hou seholds , overa ll

es tab lishments and employment

creation.

The Economic Census will also be

linked to the GST Network to create

a business register of a ll

establishments in the country. The

results of the Periodic Labour Force

Survey that was launched in April

2017 would also be available this year.

The base year revision of macro-

economic ind ica tors, including

National Accounts,  Index of

Industrial Production and Consumer

Price Index would also begin.

Union Cabinet  Approves Creat ion

Of Nat ional Urban Housing Fund:

The U nion Cab inet approva l for

�F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�¬�1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �8�U�E�D�Q�� �+�R�X�V�L�Q�J

�)�X�Q�G�����1�8�+�)���¬�I�R�U�� �5�V���������������� �F�U�R�U�H�V��

This fund will be situated in Building

Materials and Technology Promotion

Council (BMTPC), an au tonomous

body under the Ministry of Housing

and Urban Affairs. NUHF will facilitate

raising requisite funds in next four

years so that flow of Central

Assistance under different verticals.

Go v t ’  c l e ars o pen ing up  o f

commerc ial  co al  m ining t o  Pv t

firms: In a major reform in the coal

sector since its nationalisation in

1973, the government on the 20 th  of

February allowed private companies

to mine the fossil fuel for commercial

use, ending the monopoly of state-

owned Coal India Ltd. The decision

was taken by the Cabinet Committee

on Economic Affairs (CCEA) under the

Chairmanship  of Pr ime Min ister

�1�D�U�H�Q�G�U�D�� �0�R�G�L���¬

The CCEA has also approved the

methodology for the auction of coal

mines or b locks. The methodology

gives the highes t pr ior ity to

transparency, ease of doing business,

and ensuring that natural resources

are used for national development.

Continuation of PMEGP approved:

The Cabinet Committee on Economic

Affairs on the 28 th  of March approved

the continuation of Prime Minister’s

Employment Generation Programme

beyond 12 th  Plan for three years from

2017-18 to 2019-20 with a total outlay

of Five Thousand Five Hundred crore

�U�X�S�H�H �V���¬�7�K�H�� �6�F�K�H�P�H �� �Z�L�O�O�� �F�U�H�D�W�H

sustainable estimated employment

opportunities for 15 lakh persons in

three financial years.

Unio n Cabine t  appro ves Ac t i o n

P lan f o r Champ io n Sec t o rs i n

Se rv i c es:  The U nion Cab inet

approved the proposal of Ministry of

Commerce and Industry to give

focused attention to 12

�L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�H�G�¬�&�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���6�H�F�W�R�U�V�¬

(CSS) for promoting their development

and realizing their potential. 12
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Technology & Information Technology
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Value Travel, Transport and Logistics

Services, Tourism and Hospitals.

RBI tightens PSL norms for banks

by  direct ing them to  create sub-

t arge t s:  The Reserve Bank has

further tightened the priority sector

lending PSL norms for foreign banks

by directing them to mandatorily

create sub-targets so that they lend

a portion of their loans to small and

marginal farmers as well as micro

�H�Q�W�H�U�S�U�L�V�H�V���¬

The PSL norms mandate foreign banks

to eventually lend 40 per cent of their

total loan book to the priority sector,

such as agriculture, rural infra, and

MSMEs among others from April 2020.

In a notification the RBI has said a

sub-target of 8 per cent of net bank

credit, or credit equivalent amount of

off- b alance sheet exposu re,

whichever is higher shall become

applicable for foreign banks with 20

branches and above, for lending to

MSMEs from next financial year.

Another sub-target of 7.50 per cent,

using the same criterion, will be

applicable to these banks from FY19

for lending to micro enterprises.

India t o  jo in mul t i lateral lender

EBRD: India has got the go-ahead to

join the European B ank of

Reconstruction and Development

(EBRD), after shareholders of the

London- based mu ltilateral lender

agreed to the country becoming its

69th memb er,  enab ling Indian

companies  to undertake joint

investments in regions in which the

EBRD operates.

R BI  D i sc o n t i nue s L e t t e rs Of

Undertaking For Trade Credit  For

Imports: The Reserve Bank of India

on the 13 th  of March decided to

discontinue issuance of letters of

undertaking (LoU) and letters of

comfort (LoC) for trade credit for

imports into India.

CCEA  no d  f o r  Ure a subsi dy

sc he me  t i l l  2020 :  Cab inet

Committee on Economic Affa irs

approves continu a tion of U rea

Subsidy scheme till 2020 at a cost of

1 lakh 65 thousand crore rupees;

Cabinet nod also given for direct

benefit transfer for disbursement of

fertiliser subsidy.

PM Modi, French President launch

So lar Plan t  at  Mi rz apur:  Prime

Minister Narendra Modi and visiting

French President Emmanuel Macron

on the 12 th  of March inaugurated 101

megawatt solar power plant at Dadar

Kala village in Mirzapur district of

Uttar Pradesh.

This is the largest solar projects in

the country set up by French company

ENGIE. The company was awarded the

project in 2016 with the cost of

Rs. 680 crore.

Cabinet  approves Modicare wi th

budgetary support of Rs. 160 bn for

2 years: The Cabinet has approved

�W�K�H�¬�$�\�X�V�K�P�D�Q�� �%�K�D�U�D�W�¬�R�U�¬�1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O

�+�H�D�O�W�K�� �3�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �6�F�K�H�P�H�¬���1�+�3�6��

also referred to as ModiCare), with

budgetary support of Rs. 160 billion

for 2018-19 and 2019-20.

Proposed to be portable across India,

the scheme is intended to provide

health care for at least 40 per cent of

the popu lation or 107.4 million

households (500 million people). Each

family will be entitled to health cover

up to Rs 500,000 a year.

NHPS will replace the Rashtr iya

Swasthya Bima Yojana (RSBY), where

the annual health cover is up to

Rs. 30,000.

The cabinet approval includes setting

up of nodal agencies by states or even

a trust to run it. The health minister

will head the scheme and take all

decisions on policy.

Coverage will be based on the Socio

Economic Caste Census (SECC),

which identifies the poor in seven

defined categories of deprivation.

The Cab inet a ls o approved the

su rrogacy B il l ,  which a ims  to

regu late the su rrogacy market in

Ind ia .  The in tention is  non-

commercia lis e su rrogacy.

Commercial surrogacy and sale and

purchase will be prohibited.
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Approval for Mahila Shakti Kendra

schem e :  The G overnment has

approved Mahila Shakti Kendra

scheme for the period 2017-18 up to

2019-20 to empower rural women

through community participation.

Commu nity engagement through

College S tudent Volu nteers is

envisioned in 115 most backward

districts as part of the Block Level

initiatives and during FY 2017-18, 50

most backward districts are to be

�F�R�Y�H�U�H�G�������� �E�O�R�F�N�V���S�H�U�� �G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W������ �¬

Annual bu dget for b lock level

activities is Rs. 35.36 lakh per block.

New District Level Centres for Women

have also been envisaged for 640

�G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�V�� �W�R�� �E�H�� �F�R�Y�H�U�H�G�� �L�Q�� �D�¬�S�K�D�V�H�G

manner (220 districts during FY 2017-

18, 220 more in  2018- 19 and

remaining 200 in 2019-20).

These centres will serve as a link

between village,  b lock and state

levels in facilitating women-centric

schemes and also give foothold to

BBBP at the district level. The annual

budget for each District Level Centre

�I�R�U���:�R�P�H�Q���L�V���5�V���� �������������O�D�N�K���� �¬
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BilateralBilateral

India-Iran ink Nine pacts: India and

Iran on the 17 th  of February signed

�Q�L�Q�H�� �S�D�F�W�V�� �L�Q�� �G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W�� �D�U�H�D�V���¬

The fields in which agreements were

inked are Avoidance of D oub le

Taxation and the Prevention of Fiscal

Evasion with respect to taxes on

Income, exemption from Visa

requirement for holders of Diplomatic

Passports, exchange of instrument of

�U�D�W�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �H�[�W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�� �W�U�H�D�W�\���¬

Other MoUs were signed in the areas

of lease contract for Shahid Beheshti

Port- Phase 1 of Chabahar, medicine

and agriculture and allied sectors.

The MoUs were signed after bilateral

ta lks between Pr ime Minister

Narendra Modi and Iranian President

�+�D�V�V�D�Q�� �5�R�X�K�D�Q�L�� �L�Q�� �1�H�Z�� �'�H�O�K�L���¬

In addition to these agreements, four

other MoU s were s igned on the

sidelines of the visit between trade

bodies of the two count �U�L�H�V���¬

Bo t ani cal  Surv e y  o f  I nd ia i nks

Mo U wi t h  UK s Nat ural  Hi st o ry

Muse um:

�7�K�H�¬�%�R�W�D�Q�L�F�D�O�� �6�X�U�Y�H�\ �� �R�I �� �, �Q�G�L�D

���%�6�, �� �¬�D�Q�G�� �8�. �·�V�� �1�D�W�X�U�D�O�� �+�L�V�W�R�U�\

Mu seu m (NHM) have s igned

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)

�I�R�U�� �F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q���W�K�H�� �I�L�H�O�G�� �R�I�¬�J�H�Q�H�W�L�F

and taxonomic studies, research and

training,  conservation in India,

includ ing species and hab itat

conservation assessments.

India and Indonesia Joint  Military

Dri l l  ‘ Garuda Shak t i ’  Be gi ns:

�7�K�H�¬�,�Q�G�L�D�Q�¬�D�Q�G�¬�,�Q�G�R�Q�H�V�L�D�Q�¬�D�U�P�L�H�V

began the s ix th edition of their

annua l military exercise named

‘G aru da Shakti’ in  Bandung,

Indonesia.

The exercises included experience

sharing in counter- terrorism

operations, close quarter combat, and

other areas of special operations.

I nd ia,  Canada ink s i x  pac t s:

�, �Q�G�L�D�¬�D�Q�G�¬�&�D�Q�D�G�D�¬�R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �� ��rd  of

Feb ruary s igned six agreements,

includ ing in the area of nuclear

science, energy cooperation and

information communication

technology. To step up cooperation in

the field of energy, terms of reference

for the India- Canada  Ministerial

�(�Q�H�U�J�\�¬�' �L�D�O�R�J�X�H�� �Z�H�U�H�� �H�[ �F�K�D�Q�J�H�G

�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �W�K�H�¬�0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\�� �R�I�� �3�H�W�U�R�O�H�X�P

�D�Q�G���1�D�W�X�U�D�O���*�D�V�¬�D�Q�G���W�K�H�¬�'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W

�R�I�� �1�D�W�X�U�D�O�� �5�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V�� �R�I�¬�&�D�Q�D�G�D��

India, Germany sign pact for smart

city cooperat ion: India on the 23 rd

of Feb ruary s igned a  MoU  with

G ermany to develop modu les for

providing urban basic services and

housing for smart cities. The MoU

signed between Union Ministry for

Housing and Urban Affairs and the

G erman development agency GIZ

would develop and apply concepts for

su stainab le u rban development

providing urban basic services and

housing in select cities as well as

smart cities in India. G IZ wou ld

contribute up to €8 million for the

project which would run for a period

of three years.

Ex i m  Bank,  UNDP i nk  pac t  t o

e x t end f i nanc i al  suppo rt  t o

MSMEs in N-E: Export-Import Bank

of India (Exim Bank) on the 23 rd  of

Feb ru ary said it has s igned an

agreement with the United Nations

Development Programme (UNDP) for

financing a p roject on ‘Capacity
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Building of MSMEs in North East

India for Export Competitiveness’.

The project looks at creating stronger

MSMEs (micro, small and medium

enterprises) in the North-East region

to boost exports,  genera te

employment and provide livelihood

opportunities to the you th and

women.

I nd ia,  Jo rdan sign 12  Mo Us

t o  bo o st  c o o perat i o n  i n

de f ence ,  he al t h  sec t o rs:  Ind ia

�D�Q�G�¬�-�R�U�G�D�Q�¬�V�L�J�Q�H�G���������0�H�P�R�U�D�Q�G�X�P�V

of Understanding (MoUs) to boost

cooperation in the defence and health

sectors, along with allowing India

long-term access to organic fertiliser

from the W es t Asian na tion.

Jordanian Monarch Abdullah II met

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on the

1 st of March, as part of his three-day

�W�U�L�S�� �W�R�� �,�Q�G�L�D���¬

The present deal covers the training

and commercial aspects in defence,

besides counter-terrorism and cyber

secu rity.  Another deal was on

universal hea lth  coverage and

services.

An agreement to estab lish

cooperation between the Indian

Institu te of Mass Communication

�D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�¬�-�R�U�G�D�Q�¬�0�H�G�L�D�� �,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H�� �Z�D�V

also signed.

I nd i a,  Bang ladesh,  R ussia sign

pact  fo r Ro oppur at om ic  plant :

Indian companies can now participate

in  construction and  ins tallation

works in the “non-critical” category

for the Rooppur nuclear power plant

in Bangladesh

The Rooppu r project is  the first

initiative under an Indo-Russian deal

to undertake atomic energy projects

in third countries. This will also be

the first time Indian companies will

be able to participate in a nuclear

power project abroad.

I nd ia,  V i e t nam  sign t h re e

agreements:  Strategic partners India

and Vietnam on the 3 rd  of March signed

three agreements including one in the

field of civil nuclear energy following

the talks between Prime Minister

Narendra Mod i and V ietnamese

President Tran Dai Quang. The other

two pacts  were in the fie ld of

agriculture and trade and economic

cooperation.

Mul t i -nat i o nal  Nav al  ex ce rc i se

‘Milan-2018’  begins: The Andaman

and Nicobar command has organized

the biennial get-together of foreign

navies, called ‘Milan-2018’ at Port

Blair from 6 th  March.

The command has been organizing the

get-together since 1995. Altogether

sixteen countries are participating in

the b iennial exercise which

concluded on the 13 th  of March. For

�W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���W�L�P�H�����2�P�D�Q���D�O�V�R�¬�S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H�G

in this exercise.

Mo d i ,  Mac ro n  i nk  14  pac t s t o

boost India-France t ies: India and

France exchange 14 agreements in

key strategic areas including defence,

maritime security and technology

Both countries entered into

agreements in various fields including

�F�X�U�E�L�Q�J�¬�� �L�O�O�L�F�L�W�� �W�U�D�G�H�� �L�Q�� �Q�D�U�F�R�W�L�F�V��

agreement on migration and Mobility

Partnership, Agreement to facilitate

mutual recognition of academic

qualifications, Technical Co-operation

in the field of Railways, creation of

Permanent Indo- French Railway

Forum, logistic Support between

Armed forces, Ecological and Inclusive

Transition, Cooperation for U rban

Development, exchange and reciprocal

protection of Classified or protected

information, Space Research & Co-

operation, Industrial way forward

agreement in Nuclear Field, Marine

Hydrography and Cartography, Credit

Facility Agreement worth 100 billion

Euro for Smart Cities and Solar Energy.

I ndia o f fe rs 100 m i l l i o n do l l ar

c redi t  t o  Mauri t ius f o r defence

procurement:  India has offered a 100

million dollar Line of Credit, LoC, to

Mauritius for defence procurement to

�K�H�O�S�� �L�W�V�� �V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\�� �F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\���¬�� �,�Q�G�L�D�� �D�O�V�R

agreed to sell a Multi-Purpose Offshore

Petrol Vessel to the island nation,

which will be financed through the LoC

announced on the 12 th  of March.

It will also have a five-million-dollar

grant component in addition to the

LoC. The Line of Credit is a big step

in India’s defence cooperation with

Mauritius. Earlier, both the countries

signed fou r MoU s to fu rther

�V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q�� �E�L�O�D�W�H�U�D�O�� �F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���¬

These agreements are in the fields of

education, health, culture and civil

services. The MoUs were exchanged

in the presence of President Ram

Nath Kovind and Mauritian Prime

Minister Pravind Jugnauth in Port

�/�R�X�L�V���¬

India, Madagascar sign agreement

in defence: India and Madagascar

have signed an umbrella agreement

�L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �I�L�H�O�G�� �R�I�� �G�H�I�H�Q�F�H���¬�8�Q�G�H�U�� �W�K�H

agreement, both the countries will

explore various ways of co-operation

in the field of defence. An amended

air service agreement was also signed

to support efforts towards improving

connectivity between the two

�F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���¬

India, EU agrees on sharing earth

observat ion data : India and the

European Union (EU) have signed an

agreement that will enable them to

share earth observation data from

�H�D�F�K�� �R�W�K�H�U�·�V�� �V�D�W�H�O�O�L�W�H�V���¬�7�K�H�� �S�D�F�W�� �Z�D�V

inked in Bengaluru on the 18 th  of

March. U nder this a rrangement,

Indian Space Research Organisation

ISRO will share data from its earth

observation satellites.

�Q�²�w�������_�•�‘�¡�…�n�����ª�M�Ã�7�H���¶�Ã�������_�z� �É�m�H�@�������T���Q�²�w����
�¡�Î�n�_�•�'�Î�u�����ª�M�Ã�7�H���¶�Ã���!�“���_�•�‘�¡�Î�n�����r�V�£�7�����d�a���0�7�	�o�M�Ã�7�����›�V���&�»
�Q�'�7���N�¯�H�7�V�£�¨�•���¡�Î�n�_�•�'�Î�����	�h�¡�…�ž�V�<���Q�m�7�¿�ß�»���¡�…�ß�”�����0�?�V�<���¹�ß�”���	�p
�T�7���œ���%�u�u���_�•�‘�¡�Î�n�����r�V�£�7��

�_�•�q�%�š�©������ �_�•�‘�¡�…�n�� ���ª�M�Ã�7�H���¶�Ã�������G�•�©���Ý�R�� �_�•�@�&�”�Å�T���¶�¥
�V�£�¸�E�×���a���œ�T�� �_�•�q�%�š�©������ �¡�Î�n�_�•�'�Î�u�� �_�z� �É�m�H�@�� �����T
���ª�M�Ã�7�H���¶�Ã���!�“�� �É�_�•�M�Ð�¸�²�����r�V�£�7���� �%�u�� �\�r�•�_� �Ñ�� ������
�¡�Î�ß�­�0�7�•�V�£�7�„���� �]�	�o�;�È�ß�­�u�� ���r���%�_�•�3�V�<�� �� �T�7���œ�� �%�u�u
�É�_�•�M�Ð�¸�²�����r�V�£�7���� �d�a�� �x�_�•�@�¶�Ã�?���� �T�7���œ�� �x�_�•�@�¶�Ã�ß�”�u�¡�Î
�É�_�•�M�Ã�¸�'�Î�G�•�7�Ñ���a�����V�r�É�¾�\�Ý�À�Ú�ß�­�„���%�u���N�¯�H�7�V�r�¿�•�u�w���_�•�‘�¡�Î�n�����r�V�£�7��

���Õ�l�T�7�Z�W�� �_�•�‘�¡�…�n�� ���ª�M�Ã�7�H���¶�Ã���������Õ�l�T�Z�W�� �¡�Î�n�_�•�'�Î�u�� �_�z� �É�m�H�@
�����T���X�Õ�”�V�£�¶�<�����ª�M�Ã�7�H���¶�Ã���!�“���É�_�•�M�Ð�¸�²���œ���a�����%�u�¡�Î���H�7�V�¥
�•�_�V�£�7���_�•�q�%�š�©�C�������d�a���¶�Ã�§�…�v�º�H�����l�¸�V�£�����N�¯�H�7�V�£�¨�•�����x�T�w���X�”�
�G� �ž�¡�Û
���7�{�G�·�Â�ß�»�����Q�'�7���\�r�V�<���{�9�”�	�p�?�T�7���\�Ð�¸�G�•�7�¤�¡�À�Ú�„�!�™�?���l�7�����_�•�q�%�š�©�¶�¥
�G�•�H�¸���¶�Ã�V�£���!�“���x���	�Ý���+�r���¡�…���¡�Î�n�_�•�'�Î���d�a��

�_�•�V�r�•�H�V�£�'���_�•�V�r�•�H�V�£�'��
�X�Õ�”�V�£�¶�<�ß�­���É�_�•�_�•�����Ã���_�•�V�r�•�H�V�£�'���a�+�¥�¶�Ã�Â�H���\�Ý�	�e�7�¡�…�?�7�����S�+�p
���������������T���É�_�•�_�•�����Ã���_�•�V�r�•�H�V�£�'���a�+�¥�¶�Ã�Â�H���\�Ý�	�e�7�¡�…�?�7���X�Õ�”�V�£�¶�<�ß�­
�u�V�£�©�9� �”�����Ã�T�7�+�r�w�V�£�7���� �d�����l�7�ß�­�� �X�Õ�”�!�™���!�“�� �É�_�•�ª�?
�X�Õ�”�!�™�N�¯�©�H�7�•���¶�¥�� �P�+�¥�w�� �¡�“�V�£�•�É�¡�…�H�¸�?�T�7�� �u�V�£�©�9�•�”�����r�?�u
�É�_�•�X�Õ�f�7�¶�Ã�©�����u�V�£�t�V�7�7���œ���a��

�G� ���!�™�_�•�3�V�<�ß�­�����������T�7���œ���¡�“�V�£�´�+�p���_�•�T�7�w�����9�•�”�@�¶�Ã���\�r�M�Ã�7�7
�x���s�=�V�r�?�T�7���¶�Ã�²�=�����Ý�����l�7�§�…�v���•�¡�“�V�£�´�+�p���_�•�T�7�w�—�T�7�����a�Õ�����r�?�u
�G� ���!�™�_�•�3�V�<���u�V�£�t�V�7�7���œ���a���������������T�7���œ���d�a���Q�H�7�?�7�ß�­�¡�Î
�V�r�T�7���a���� ���������� �H�V�£�§�…�v�� �b�H�7�?�7�ß�­�� �x���•�7���a���� �Q�u�w
�V�£���!�“�?�§�…�v���d�a���H�@�Ñ�G�•�7�Ñ���a��

�É�_�•�_�•�����Ã�_�•�¼���Q�¾�{�_���l�¿���N�Ç�V�£���E�¯�V�<�º���•�;�Ú�¡�Î�Ñ���G�•�~�?�—���É�E�¯�V�£���X�Õ�f����
�¡�…�V�r�w�•�¡�…���É�_�•�X�Õ�f�7�¶�Ã�©�����¶�Ã�T���¶� �
�����l�;�Ú���N�Ç�V�£���E�¯�V�<�º�T�7���b���V�r�K���ß�­
�¡�…�V�£�H�¼���}�ß�”�„�!�“���X�Õ�”�������Ý���¶�Ã�7�H�7�¸�º�V�<�ß�­���É�E�¯�V�£���B�Õ���œ���a�����%�u
�N�¯�H�7�V�£�¨�•�����¶� �
���\�Ð�7�7�¶�Ã�Ñ���������������\�Ð�7�!�™�\�r�•�7�„���¶� �
�����l�;�Ú�ß�­��������
�\�Ð�7�!�™�\�r�•�7�„�� �x�¶�Ã�°�¾�Ñ�� ���Ý�M�Ã�7�T�7�+�r�w�V�£�7���� �d�����l�7�§�…�v�!�“�T�7�� ���Ý�G� �T
�H�•�M�Ã�7�����V�£�¸���������������������¡�¥�•�7�„���������������œ�H�@���+�r�^�Î�¡�Î�����7�!�™�¶�r
�����������\�Ð�7�!�™�\�r�•�„�T�7���x�¶�Ã�°�¾�Ñ�����Ý�M�Ð�¸���Ã�®�u���Q�����Ã�+�r���\�Ý�G�•�7�Ñ�+�r�w�V�£�7��
�i���N�Ç�V�£�E�¯�V�<�º���É�_�•�_�•�����Ã���ß�­�+�Ý���Q�¾�{�_���l�¿�a�����Q�V�7�7���l�7���É�!�“�H�¸�ß�­�„
�������������P�¡�…�V�r�ß�­�„�����G�•�Ñ�@���œ���a��

�É�X�«�}�ß�»�ß�­���ª�?���G�•���l�G�•�7�Â�����É�_�•�_�•�����Ã���ß�­���ª�?���_�•�¶�Ã�7�Ñ���V�r�§�…�v���	�h
���Ã�¸�	�h�
�Â�T���X�”���Õ�l�•�¶�Ã���Q�����l�@���l�u���É�X�«�}�ß�»���Q���Õ�l�•�§�…�n�v�	�e�7���\�Ð�7�•�8�Ó�ß�»

�I�«�\�Ð�7�V�<���Q�+�r�w�V�£�7�����H�¸�@�®�������T���ª�?���G�•���l�G�•�7�Â���b�����Ý�;�Ú���ß�­
�u�V�£�©�9� �”�����r�V�£�7���������������+�r�^�Î�¡�Î�����������B�
�M�Ã�7�T�„���H�7���a���¶�r�!�™�7�Ü�V�£�7
�ß�Ó�¡�…���d�m�´�����l�7�?�7���_�•�	�e�7�¶�r�V�£�u���¹�¡�…�•�V�r�ª�•���G�•���7�¾���•�_�V� �º���a��
�•�•�Z�@���!�–���\�r�•�V�<�—���•�_�V�£�7�¶�¥���i���G�•���l�G�•�7�Â�T�7���u�V�£�©�9� �”�����r�V�£�7��������
���Ý�;�È�?�§�…�v�����Ð���a�T���É�_�•�X�Õ�f�7�¶�r�©�a�Õ�+�Ý�¶�Ã�?�7���d�����l�7�ß�­���E�¯�ß�†�=�+�r�w�V�£�7��
�������Õ�l�����Ý�;�Ú�?�§�…�v�����Ð���a�T�����������H�7���a���\�Ý�7�M�Ã�7�V�£�7�„�����u�_�•�¼�'�7�?�7
�§�…�/�	�h���%�u�¡�Î���9�•�Æ�ª�V�£�M�Ã�¸�•�V�£�7��

Science & TechnologyScience & Technology

India Successfully  Test-Fires Agni-

I I  Missile:

India successfully test-fired Agni II

medium- range nuclear- capab le

missile from APJ Abdul Kalam island

off the Odisha coast on the 20 th  of

February.

India Successfully Conducts Night

Trial Of Prithvi-I I  Missile:

India successfully conducted trial of

its indigenously developed nuclear

�F�D�S�D�E�O�H�¬�3 �U�L�W�K�Y�L�� �, �, �� �P �L�V�V�L�O�H�¬ �Z�L�W�K�� �D

strike range of 350 km, from a test

range in Odisha on the 21 st  of

�)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\�� �¬�� �7�K�H�� �V�X�U�I�D�F�H���W�R���V�X�U�I�D�F�H

missile was test-fired from a mobile

launcher from launch complex-3 of the

Integrated Test Range at Chandipur,

Odisha.

Dhanush,  nuclear-capable short -

range  bal l i s t i c  nav al  m issi l e ,

successfully  test-f ired: The Indian

military successfully test-fired the

Dhanush missile from a warship off

the coast of Odisha on the 23 rd  of

February. The Dhanush missile is

also known as the Prithvi-III, and is

a short-range ballistic missile capable

of carrying nuclear warheads.

Dhanush is the naval variant of the

surface- to-surface Prithvi missile

platform.

EnvironmentEnvironment

India to host  World Environment

Day 2018: India will host the global

World Environment Day celebrations

on the 5 of Ju ne 2018,  the

government and the U N join tly

announced the 19 th  of February. The

government has also committed to

organizing and promoting the World

Environment D ay celeb rations

through a  ser ies  of engaging

activities  and events genera ting

s trong pu b lic in terest and

participation.

Si ngapo re  im po se s Carbo n t ax

From 2019: �6�L�Q�J�D�S�R�U�H�� �Z�L�O�O�� �L�P�S�R�V�H�¬�D

�¶�F�D�U�E�R�Q�� �W�D�[�·�¬�I �U�R�P�� �� ���� ���� �W�R�� �F�X�W�� �L�W�V

greenhouse gas emissions and make

companies more competitive as global

agreements on climate change take

effect. The tax is to be applied to all

sectors from 2019 to 2023.
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SportsSports
Tamil Nadu Wins Senior Women’s

Nat ional  Footbal l  Championship

For Fi rst  T ime:  Tamil Nadu  won

�W�K�H�¬�6�H�Q�L�R�U�� �: �R�P�H �Q�·�V�� �1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O

�)�R�R�W�E�D�O�O�� �&�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�¬�I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �I�L�U�V�W

time.

Tamil Nadu, which was playing its first-

ever final, defeated Manipur, at the

�%�D�U�D�E�D�W�L���6�W�D�G�L�X�P���L�Q���&�X�W�W�D�F�N�����2�G�L�V�K�D���¬

R o ger Federe r wins R o t t e rdam

Open for 97 th  career t it le: Roger

Federer celebrated his return to the

top of the world rankings by winning

the Rotterdam Open on the 18 th  of

February, his 97 th  career title. He

defeated Bulgarian Grigor Dimitrov

India beat Pakistan to win Snooker

Team World Cup:

India has won the inaugural IBSF

Snooker Team World Cup title. The

Indian combine of Pankaj Advani and

Manan Chandra defeated Pakistan in

the best-of-five final played in Doha.

Australia wins Sultan Az lan Shah

Cup: Australia defeated England 2-1 in

the final to lift the 27 th  Sultan Azlan

�6�K�D�K���&�X�S���L�Q���0�D�O�D�\�V�L�D�����7�K�H�¬�6�X�O�W�D�Q���$�]�O�D�Q

�6�K�D�K�� �&�X�S�¬�L�V�� �D�Q�� �D�Q�Q�X�D�O�� �L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O

�P�H�Q�·�V�¬�I�L�H�O�G�� �K�R�F�N�H�\�¬�W�R�X�U�Q�D�P�H�Q�W�� �K�H�O�G

�L�Q�¬�0�D�O�D�\�V�L�D���� �,�W�� �E�H�J�D�Q�� �L�Q�� ���������� �D�V�� �D

�E�L�H�Q�Q�L�D�O���F�R�Q�W�H�V�W�����7�K�H�¬�����������6�X�O�W�D�Q���$�]�O�D�Q

�6�K�D�K�� �&�X�S�¬�Z�D�V�� �W�K�H�� ����th  edition of

�W�K�H�¬�6�X�O�W�D�Q���$�]�O�D�Q���6�K�D�K���&�X�S�����,�W���Z�D�V���K�H�O�G

�L�Q���,�S�R�K�����3�H�U�D�N���¬�0�D�O�D�\�V�L�D�¬�I�U�R�P��the 3 rd  to

the 10 th  of March 2018.

Nepal gains ODI status : Nepal has

gained ODI status for the first time in

their history after defeating Papua New

Guinea by six wickets in the Cricket

World Cup Qualifier play-off in Harare.

India wins Nidahas Trophy : India

beat Bangladesh by four wickets to win

the Nidahas Cricket Trophy final in

Colombo on the 18 th  of March.

In a nail b iting final, the visitors

clinched the T20 Tri-series title with

D inesh Karth ik’s  last- ball s ix.

Dinesh Karthik was named man of the

match for his great knock scoring 29

�R�I�I�� �M�X�V�W�� �H�L�J�K�W�� �E�D�O�O�V���¬

Ranji Champions Vidarbha Clinch

Maiden t i t le:  In Cricket, Reigning

Ranji Trophy champions Vidarbha

have l ifted  the ir  ma iden Iran i

Trophy.  O n the fina l day of the

match in Nagpu r on the 18 th  of

March, they beat Rest of India by

virtue of their massive first innings

lead.
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Worlds Largest  Solar Park ‘Shakt i

Sthala’  Launched In Karnataka:

�7�K�H�¬�.�D�U�Q�D�W�D�N�D�¬Govt’ inaugurated the

first phase of a 2,000 megawatts

(MW) solar park in the drought-prone

district, Tumkur. The first phase of

the Rs.16,500 crore park called

“Shakti S tha la” w il l  generate

600MW, while the balance 1,400MW

is expected to be commissioned by

the end of 2018.

The solar project is the largest in the

world spread over 13,000 acres and

five villages.

Wo rld wat e r f o rum o pens af t e r

dire UN warning: The world must

race to avert disastrous loss of water

supplies, Brazil’s President Michel

Temer told a conference on the 19 th

of March, after the UN said some 5.7

b illion peop le may run short of

drinking water by 2050. Under the

slogan “sharing water,” the forum

brought together 15 heads of state

and government, 300 mayors and

dozens  of experts. An estimated

40,000 people were expected to

attend, organizers say.
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Rohan More :

Pu ne- b ased sw immer,  Rohan

More �¬became the first Asian as well

as the first Indian to swim across the

Ocean Seven. He is the youngest to

complete it.

He swam across the Cook Strait

between North and South Islands of

New Zealand in 8 hou rs and  37

minutes. W ith this, More becomes

only the ninth person in the world to

complete it. He has received the

Tenzing Norgay Award from the Indian

Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports.

Ramaphosa :

Cyril Ramaphosa was elected by a

majority in parliament as Sou th

Africa’s president on the 15 th  of

February, marking a turning point for

the country after the slow-motion

collapse of the once-legendary ruling

party under Jacob  Z uma. Zu ma

resigned on the 14 th  of February.

K.P. Sharma Oli :

K.P. Sharma Oli was on the 15 th  of

February sworn in as Nepals Prime

Minister for the second time.

Arvind Jamkhedkar : Archaeologist

�D�Q�G�� �K�L�V�W�R�U�L�D�Q�¬�$�U�Y�L�Q�G�� �3���� �-�D�P�N�K�H�G�N�D�U�¬

will be the next Chairman of the

Indian Council of Historical Research

(ICHR). H e will rep lace Prof. K.

Sudershan Rao.

Avani Chaturvedi :

Flying officer Avani Chaturvedi has

scripted history by becoming the first

Indian woman to fly a fighter aircraft

solo.

Suresh Prabhu :  Commerce and

Industries Minister Suresh Prabhu

has been assigned the additional

charge of the Civil Aviation

�0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\���¬�7�K�H�� �S�R�V�W�� �K�D�G�� �I�D�O�O�H�Q�� �Y�D�F�D�Q�W

after President Ram Nath Kovind

accepted the resignation of Telugu

Desam Party’s Ashok Gajapathi Raju.

Prakr i t i :

In another first for women, 25-year-

�R�O�G�¬�3�U�D�N�U�L�W�L�¬ has been inducted as the

first direct-entry combat officer in the

Indo-Tibetan Border Police.

The ITBP is the last of the Central

Armed Police Forces (CAPFs) to

induct women officers in combat roles

after the government first allowed it

to enroll them in 2016.

Bidya Devi Bhandari:

Nepal’s first woman president Bidya

Devi Bhandari was on the 13 th  of

March re-elected for a second term

in office with an overwhelming

majority.

Angela Merkel:  Germany’s Parliament

elected Angela Merkel for her fourth

term as chancellor on the 14 th  of March.

Lawmakers voted 364-315 to re-elect

Merkel, Germany’s leader since 2005,

who ran unoppos �H�G���¬

Vladimar Put in :  Russian President

Vladimir Putin stormed to victory in

presidential election, giving him

another six years in power.

Putin, who has ruled Russia for almost

two decades, won more than 75% of the

�Y�R�W�H�� �D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �S�U�H�O�L�P�L�Q�D�U�\�� �U�H�V�X�O�W�V���¬

Ht in Kyaw: �0�\�D�Q�P�D�U�·�V���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�¬�D�Q�G

Aung San Suu Kyi’s right-hand man

Htin Kyaw stepped down after two

years in the position.

PV Sindhu:  Star shuttler PV Sindhu

has been named the flag-bearer of the

Indian contingent for the opening

ceremony of the Commonwealth

Games in Gold Coast next month.

Pistol shooter Vijay Kumar was the

flag-bearer in last Commonwealth

Games.

AwardsAwards
Shatrughan Sinha : Actor-politician

Shatrughan Sinha has been honoured

with a lifetime achievement award for

his contribution to the fields of arts

�D�Q�G�� �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V���¬

The annual Political and Public Life

Awards instituted by Britain’s Asian

Voice weekly newspaper was

presented at a ceremony in the UK’s

Parliament complex in London.

OSCAR WINNERS

�7�K�H�¬����th  Annual Academy Awards or

Oscar were held at the Dolby

Theatre in Los Angeles, the USA.

Awards were given in 24 categories,

the winners are…

1. Best Picture:  The Shape Of Water

�����¬�¬�%�H�V�W�� �'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���� �*�X�L�O�O�H�U�P�R�� �G�H�O

Toro, The Shape Of Water.

�����¬�%�H�V�W�� �$�F�W�U�H�V�V���¬�� �¬�)�U�D�Q�F�H�V

McDormand, Three Billboards

Outside Ebbing, Missouri.

�����¬ �%�H�V�W�� �$�F�W�R�U���¬�� �*�D�U�\�� �2�O�G�P�D�Q��

Darkest Hour

�������%�H�V�W���)�R�U�H�L�J�Q���/�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���)�L�O�P���¬�¬�$

Fantastic Woman, Chile

Balkrishna Doshi : Indian architect

Balkrishna Doshi has been awarded

this year’s Pritzker Prize for being

able to interpret architecture and

trans form it in to b u ild ings  tha t

respect Eas tern cu ltu re.  The

Pr itzker Pr ize is  regarded as

arch itectu re’s  equ iva lent to the

�1�R�E�H�O�� �3�U�L�]�H���¬

R o ber t  Langl ands :  Canadian

�P�D�W�K�H�P�D�W�L�F�L�D�Q�¬�5�R�E�H�U�W���/�D�Q�J�O�D�Q�G�V�¬�Z�R�Q

the p restigious  Ab el Prize for

developing a programme connecting

representation theory to number

theory.

ObituaryObituary
Sr idev i :  Veteran Actress Sridevi

passed away on the 24 th  of February.

She starred in more than 150 films.

She acted in Telugu, Tamil, and also

in Bollywood. In 2013, the Indian

government awarded her the Padma

Shri, the fou rth highest civilian

�K�R�Q�R�X�U���¬

Shankaracharya :Kanchi Shankara-

charya Jayendra Saraswathi, the 69th

pontiff of the Kanchi Mutt, passed

away on the 28 th  of Feb ruary in

�.�D�Q�F�K�L�S�X�U�D�P���� �7�D�P�L�O�� �1�D�G�X���¬

He became the younger pontiff on the

22 nd  of March 1954 and became elder

pontiff in 1994. Jayendrar wanted to

solve the Ayodhya issue in a peaceful

�P�D�Q�Q�H�U���¬

St ephe n Hawk ing :  S tephen

�+�D�Z�N�L�Q�J���� �W�K�H�¬�%�U�L�W�L�V�K�� �S�K�\�V�L�F�L�V�W�¬�D�Q�G

b lack- hole theoris t who b rou ght

science to a mass audience with the

�E�H�V�W���V�H�O�O�L�Q�J�� �E�R�R�N�¬A Brief History of

Time , has died.

Diagnosed at age 21, he was one of

the world’s longest survivors of ALS

(Amyotrophic Latera l Sclerosis ).

�$�¬�&�D�P�E�U�L�G�J�H�� �8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�¬�S�U�R�I�H�V�V�R�U��

�+�D�Z�N�L�Q�J�� �U�H�G�H�I �L�Q�H�G�¬�F�R�V�P�R�O�R�J�\ �¬�E�\

�S�U�R�S�R�V�L�Q�J �� �W�K�D�W�¬�E�O�D�F�N�� �K�R�O�H�V�¬�H�P�L�W

radiation and later evaporate.

Bestseller  A Brief History of Time , first

published in 1988, earned its author

worldwide acclaim, selling at least 10

million copies in 40 languages and

staying on the best-seller list of the

U. K.’s Sunday Times newspaper for

a record 237 weeks.

K e darn at h  Si ng h :  Jnanp ith

awardee and renowned Hindi poet

Kedarnath Singh passed away in

New Delhi on the 18 th  of March after

a prolonged illness.

He won the Sahitya Akademi Award

in 1989 for his poetry collection Akaal

Mein Saras and the Jnanpith Award

�L�Q�������������¬
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TELANGANA & ANDHRA PRADESH BUDGET 2017-18

�E�à�?�H�V�r�u�¡�Î���V�£� �̧������������¡�¥�•�7�„���›�¡� �̂”�V�7�7���_�•�¼�����b���É���Õ�l�É�_�•���Ý�;�»�� �V�r�K���� �E�à�?�H�V�r�u�¡�Î�� �V�£�¸���� ���������� �¡�¥�•�7�„
�›�¡�^�”�V�7�7���œ���a�����V�r�K���\�r�@�Þ�¡�…���m�	�Ð�Š�^�»�T�7���V�£�¸�����������������������������¡�¥�•�„�¶�¥���;�È�G�•�T�G�•�X�Õ�f�ß�­���b�@�~�¡�…���;�È�.���H�7���É�¾
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�H�•�M�Ã�7���� �V�£�¸���� �������������������� �¡�¥�•�7�„��
�¾ �Ü�^�Î�� �E�¯�V�£�7���l�?�� �V�£���!�“�u�¡�Î�� �V�£�¸���� �������� �������� �¡�¥�•�7�„�� �›�¡�^�”�V�7�7�����Ã�!�“�� ���E�à�?�H�V�r�u�¡�Î

�V�£�¸���� ���������� �¡�¥�•�„�¶�¥�� �¡�…�
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�¾ �P�+�p�^�ƒ�b�V�<�� �b�V�¥�!�™�•�� �•�G�H�?�§�…�v�� �V�£�¸���� ���������� �¡�¥�•�7�„���� �Q�+�r�w�� �¡�“�•���^�Î�T�„�§�…�v�� �V�£�¸���� �������� �¡�¥�•�7�„���� �u�V�£�7���¥�•�!�™
�M�Ã�7�7�H�¶�Ã�� �Q�?�\�Ð�+�p�Â�?�§�…�v�� �V�£�¸���� ���������� �¡�¥�•�7�„�� �›�¡�^�”�V�7�7�����r�V�£�7��
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�›�¡�^�”�V�7�7�����r�V�£�7��

AP budget  allocates Rs. 9,000 cr for Polavaram proj ect: The Andhra Pradesh

Government has allocated Rs. 9,000 crore for the me ga Polavaram project on

the Godavari in its annual budget presented by Stat e Finance Minister Y.

Ramakrishnudu in the state assembly at Amaravati. T he Rs. 1,91,063.61-

crore budget was presented. The highlights of Budge t are…

�¾The Budget deficit was Rs. 24,205.21 crore, with th e revenue

expenditure being Rs. 1,50,270.99 crore and capital  expenditure

Rs. 28,678.49 crore.

�¾The major allocations were Rs. 16,978 crore for irr igation

(including Rs. 9,000 for Polavaram), Rs. 12,352 cro re for

agriculture, Rs. 3,074.87 crore for industries, Rs.  20,815 crore

for rural development, Rs 4,100 crore for farm loan  waiver,

Rs. 24,185 crore for education, Rs. 12,200 crore fo r BC welfare,

Rs. 1,000 crore for the Kapu Welfare Corporation, R s. 5,000 crore for NTR

pensions.

�¾ Rs. 1,000 crore for NTR health services, Rs. 6,226 crore for the Home

Department, Rs. 200 crore for Anna canteens, Rs. 1, 000 crore for allowances

to jobless youth.

�¾ Rs. 3,000 crore for free power, Rs. 800 crore for s mart cities, and Rs. 7,761

crore to the Capital Region Development Authority ( CRDA).

�¾ The state Government allocated Rs 461 crore to the IT sector, Rs. 400

crore for incentives to IT units and Rs. 100 crore specifically for start-ups.

�¾ A sum of Rs. 300 crore was allocated for food proce ssing units, and Rs. 600

crore for the AP Fibergrid, besides Rs. 270 crore f or the AP Medtech Zone

in Visakhapatnam district.

�¾ For the Visakhapatnam-Chennai industrial corridor, Rs. 1,668 crore was

allocated and Rs. 100 crore was allocated for the m ega seed park in Kurnool

district.

�¾ An allocation of Rs. 750 crore was made for handicr afts, and Rs. 250 crore

for handlooms. For the Swachch Bharat project, Rs. 1450 crore was allocated.

�¾ A sum of Rs. 200 crore was allocated to the APSRTC to strengthen its fleet

of buses. For tourism Rs. 290 crore was allocated.

�¾ The state Government allocated Rs. 1,000 crore for providing interest-free

loans to women’s self-help groups.
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Minister Eatala Rajender has presented a 1,74,453-c rore Budget for the

financial year 2018-19  against  1,49,000 crore in 2017-18. The highlights of

Budget are….

�¾ As against the growth rate of 4.2 per cent during 2 013-14, the growth rate

of Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) in 2014-15 h ad gone up to 6.8 per

cent.

�¾ GSDP for 2018-19 is pegged at 10.4 per cent.

�¾ The State could achieve a growth rate of 7.6 per ce nt in the manufacturing

sector in 2017-18.

�¾ Agri and allied sectors have witnessed a growth ra te of 6.9

per cent in 2017-18.

�¾ The State Budget has allocated Rs 1,469 crore for purchasing

land which will be distributed to Dalits.

�¾ The irrigation sector gets 25,000 crore and Rythu Lakshmi

scheme, which is aimed at providing financial help of 8,000 an

acre to farmers, gets 12,000 crore for   2018-19.

�¾ A sum of 500 crore has been allocated for Farmers’ Insurance Scheme,

which seeks to provide a cover of 5 lakh to farmers .

�¾ While the State’s own tax revenue is pegged at 73,7 51 crore, the share in

�&�H�Q�W�U�D�O���W�D�[�H�V���L�V���S�X�W���D�W�����������������F�U�R�U�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���&�H�Q�W�U�D�O���J�U�D�Q�W���F�R�P�S�R�Q�H�Q�W���D�W�¬����������

crore.

�¾ The revenue expenditure will be  1,25,454 crore for  the year 2018-19.

�¾ The capital expenditure is put at 33,369 crore and fiscal deficit at 29,077

crore, which is 3.45 per cent of the Gross State Do mestic Product (GSDP).

Revenue surplus is estimated at 5,520 crore.

�¾ The per capita income of the State at current price s is 1.75 lakh in 2017-18

as against the national average of 1.12 lakh.
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26 d i st r i c t s i n T e langana hav e

below-average literacy rates: Among

the 31 districts of Telangana, 26 have

literacy rates below the State average

of 66.54 percent. According to the

‘Telangana Socio-Economic Outlook

2018’ report released by the

G overnment, H yderabad tops in

literacy rate with 83.2 per cent, while

Jogulamba Gadwal district stands at

the bottom with 49.9 per cent literacy.

The literacy levels in the districts of

Hyderabad, Medchal- Ma lkajgir i,

Warangal Urban, Ranga Reddy and

Karimnagar a re above the Sta te

average.

Based on the 2011 Censu s, the

literacy rates were mapped as per the

newly reorganised 584 mandals in the

State. Sixty-three mandals out of the

584 have higher literacy rates than

the national average of 72.98 per cent.

A total of 112 mandals have higher

literacy rates than the State average.
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Andhra Pradesh inks MoU with US

based AutoGrid t o t ransform and

upl i f t  e lect ri c i t y  secto r:  Andhra

�3�U�D�G�H�V�K�¬�L�Q�N�H�G�� �0�R�8�� �Z�L�W�K�¬�8�6���E�D�V�H�G

�$�X�W�R�� �* �U�L�G�¬�W�R�� �K�H �O�S�� �W�U�D�Q�V�I�R �U�P

electricity sector of the state.

With this Andhra Pradesh will adopt

�V�P�D�U�W�� �J�U�L�G�� �D�Q�G�¬�,�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W�� �R�I�� �7�K�L�Q�J�V

(IoT) �¬based solutions of AutoGrid to

improve energy utilities’ financial

health and customer experiences.

The initiative involves demand-side

management (D SM) programmes

covering key segments, including

agricultural pump-sets, residential/

commercia l ACs,  and indu str ia l

units.

1. Context:  The Government will change the base

year to 2017-18 for the calculation of gro ss

domestic product  (GDP)  and index of industrial

production (IIP) numbers, and to 2018 for retail

inflation, Union minister D.V. Sadananda Gowda

said on 15 th  February.

GDP is the final value of the goods and services

produced within the geographic boundaries of a coun try

during a specified period of time, normally a year.  GDP

growth rate is an important indicator of the econom ic

�S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H���R�I���D���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���¬

2. Context :  The Cabinet Committee on Economic

Affairs on 28 th  March approved the continuation of

Prime  Mini st e r ’ s Emplo y m ent  Generat i o n

Programme  beyond 12th Plan for three years from

2017-18 to 2019-20 with a total outlay of Five

Thousand Five Hundred crore rupees.

Government of India has approved the introduction o f

a new credit linked subsidy programme called Prime

Minister’s Employment Generation Programme (PMEGP)

by merging the two schemes that were in operation

till 31.03.2008, namely Prime Minister’s Rojgar Yoj ana

(PMRY) and Rural Employment Generation Programme

(REGP) for generation of employment opportunities

through establishment of micro enterprises in rural  as

well as urban areas. PMEGP is a central sector sche me

administered by the Ministry of Micro, Small and

Medium Enterprises (MoMSME).

At the national level, the Scheme is being implemen ted

by Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC), a

statutory organization under the administrative con trol

of the Ministry of MSME as the single nodal agency.  At

the State level, the Scheme will be implemented thr ough

State KVIC Directorates, State Khadi and Village In d

ustries Boards (KVIBs) and District Industries Cent res

(DICs) and banks. The Government subsidy under the

Scheme will be routed by KVIC through the identifie d

Banks for eventual distribution to the beneficiarie s /

entrepreneurs in their Bank accounts.

3.  Co nt e x t :  The Reserve Bank has fu rther

tightened the Prio ri t y  Secto r Lending (PSL)

norms for foreign banks by directing them to

mandatorily create sub-targets so that they lend

a portion of their loans to small and marginal

�I�D�U�P�H�U�V�� �D�V�� �Z�H�O�O�� �D�V�� �P�L�F�U�R�� �H�Q�W�H�U�S�U�L�V�H�V���¬

Priority sector lending (PSL) is aimed to provide

institutional credit to those sectors and segments for

whom it is difficult to get credit. According to pr iority

sector norms, scheduled commercial banks have to

give 40% of their loans (measured in terms of Adjus ted Net Bank Credit or ANBC) to the identified prio rity sectors

in accordance with the RBI regulations.

Priority Sector includes the following categories:

(i) Agriculture, (ii) Micro, Small and Medium Enter prises, (iii) Export Credit, (iv) Education, (v) Ho using, (vi) Social

Infrastructure, (vii) Renewable Energy, (viii) Othe rs.

4. Context:  India has got the go-ahead to join the  European Bank of Reconstruction and Development

(EBRD),  after shareholders of the London-based multilateral  lender agreed to the country becoming its 69th

member, enabling Indian companies to undertake join t investments in regions in which the EBRD operates .
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more than 30 countries from central Europe to centr al Asia.


